Second Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ January 16, 2022

PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Call parish office. If at all possible,
do not wait until person is near death.

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months before setting
a date for your wedding.
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (January 9):

(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

$6,922*

*Includes $4,815 received from the in-church
collection, $935 received through our Online Giving
program and $1,172 from mail-in offerings.
Thank you for your support of our parish!

Saturday, January 15 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Norman Daigle ~ 5th Anniversary
(Wife & Children)
Sunday, January 16 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Brian Fitzpatrick
(Garry & Julianne Kelly)
Sunday, January 16 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Brian King
(John Price)
Our Daily Masses this week will not be
celebrated due to our inability to
find a priest who could celebrate these
Masses in Father John’s absence.

ONLINE GIVING PORTAL
https://www.osvhub.com/
saint-edmund-campion-parish/funds.

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL COLLECTION
The Catholic High School Collection, occurring in
all parishes of the Archdiocese next weekend,
January 22-23, supports the outstanding education
offered at our Catholic secondary schools by
providing funds for tuition assistance, technology
enhancements, curricular improvements, marketing
and much more. Please consider investing in the
exceptional academics, faith formation, and spirit of
service at our high schools by making a donation to
this year’s Catholic High School Collection.

TAX STATEMENTS
Saturday, January 22 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Mary Ann Cowing
(Ralph & Peg Viola)
Sunday, January 23 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Jean V. Walker
(Debbie Green & Family)
Sunday, January 23 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Jeanne Sciarra
(Maria Seta-Kostek)

We are happy to provide tax statements to our
parishioners who request one. If you regularly use
your envelopes to make your offerings to our parish
and wish to receive a tax statement, please contact
the parish office by phone: 860-568-5240 or by
e-mail: StEdmund3@gmail.com.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
DO YOU NEED PRAYER?

burns this week

We stand firmly on God’s promises that when we
call Him, He will answer. Our prayer team is
available to intercede on your behalf and take your
requests before God.

For a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful
New Year for All

Contact Sally Ann Tanasi with your prayer requests.
860-569-4072  6854angeleyes@gmail.com
Before they call I will answer,
while they are yet speaking I will hear.
(Isaiah 65:24)

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week
In Loving Memory of
Debbie Tardiff Fallacaro
(Family)
Please call the parish office to schedule a sanctuary
lamp dedication. Suggested offering: $15.
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JUST SO YOU KNOW...

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

Father John will be visiting his niece and her family
in Jacksonville, Florida this coming week. He will
depart Sunday afternoon, January 16 and return
Saturday afternoon, January 22. Father John has
made arrangements with his friend Father Adam
Subocz to hear confessions and to celebrate our Vigil
Mass on Saturday, January 22. Unfortunately, we
have to cancel our daily Masses during Father John’s
absence as we were unable to find a priest or priests
available to celebrate these Masses. This inability to
find a priest or priests to help us demonstrates our
need for more men to enter the priesthood.

“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is
given for some benefit.” (1 Corinthians 12:7)

When faced with great need, our first response
should always be to pray as Jesus instructed us: “Ask
the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his
harvest” (Luke 10:2). Prayer reminds us that we rely
above all on the grace of God to sustain and bless the
church with faithful priests. Our prayer is also for
those God calls, that they will respond to the Lord’s
invitation with generosity, freedom and integrity.

It’s that time of year when I offer a protocol about
going to Mass and other church events when your
health or safety is in danger because of snow and/or
ice.

God always provides what we need, and the Lord
knows better than we do what will make us truly
happy and give meaning to our lives. When we are
confident in God’s holy and perfect will, we can trust
that God will care for us when we respond to his
grace and seek to do his will.
We must believe that God is calling young men of
our day to serve him as priests in the Catholic
Church, because God desires the salvation of the
world and will give us the sacramental ministers we
need to accomplish that mission. Rather than a
“vocation crisis,” we may be experiencing a
“response crisis” because of those who are hesitant
to say “yes” to God’s invitation to serve him as a
priest.
You can help overcome this crisis through your
prayer, your active encouragement of those you
believe God may be calling to the priesthood, and
your own committed faithful service to the mission
of the Gospel as a friend of Jesus.
If you know of a young man who may be interested
in learning more about the priesthood, please direct
them to the website for the Office of Vocations of
the Archdiocese of Hartford: www.hartfordpriest.com
This site includes a short video and a link to
Frequently Asked Questions.

St. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a
reason. How has God blessed you? Are you using
your gifts according to God’s plan? How are you
helping to build God’s kingdom here on earth?
Remember that if you don’t do the work God
planned for you, no one else can do it. Live the life
God has intended for you. Take time to discern your
charisms (gifts from the Holy Spirit).

INCLEMENT WEATHER

For the weekday Mass (Monday-Thursday), I’d like
to follow the procedure that other churches are using:
if the Town of East Hartford cancels school (or
delays it), then the weekday Mass will not be
celebrated.
Since I live only a few yards from Saint Christopher
Church, I should be able to reach that church when
the weather is bad to celebrate our weekend Masses
(the Saturday Vigil or Sunday morning Masses) with
the few brave souls who are present. However,
there’s no guarantee that I would be able to drive the
two miles from the rectory to the Our Lady of Peace
Church and back. If someone would be kind enough
to offer me a ride in a vehicle that can handle the
weather, then I would be grateful.
When inclement weather forces us to cancel one or
more of our weekend Masses, Evening Devotions,
etc., notice of the cancellation can be viewed online
at https://www.wfsb.com/weather/closings/ or on-air
at CBS Channel 3. If during the week, either on-line
or on-air, you see that East Hartford public schools
are either closed or delayed, that’s your notice that
daily Mass is cancelled for that day.
The bottom line is to use common sense. God
doesn’t want you to risk your health or safety
because of the weather. Of course, this means that if
you don’t go to church because of the weather, then
you wouldn’t go anywhere else in the same weather.
When in doubt, don’t go out. Stay safe!
– Father John
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PARISHIONER-IN-NEED BAKE SALE
A ‘Come To the Table’ Event
Dear Parishioners,
The Parishioner-in-Need (PIN) fundraising ministry
will hold its 13th Anniversary Bake Sale the weekend
of February 5 and 6 after all Masses celebrated at
Saint Christopher and Our Lady of Peace churches.
This year our fundraiser is being held in memory
of Maria Sousa who co-chaired this ministry with
me since its inception in February 2009. During
these past thirteen years, PIN has responded in small
ways to emergency needs of many parishioners, but
we’ve only been able to do this because of your help.
Please consider making a monetary or baked
good donation for this upcoming sale. (PIN
donation envelopes remain at the church entrances
throughout the year.) Although we cannot cure every
need, we can still care for all those in need.
Come To the Table
In addition to the sale of baked good items, we will
hold a ‘Come To the Table’ event. “Come To the
Table’ is our concept of gathering (safely of course)
for a specific cause after we have already gathered at
our Eucharistic Table. The cause will be to promote
or support a parish event, ministry, or need. It may
take the form of a fundraiser or a talk or a display of
educational or social service issues or whatever
action responds well to a particular need in our
parish.
So, for this upcoming PIN sale, an additional table of
new and gently used religious-related items (bibles,
books, statues, rosary beads, paintings, jewelry, wall
hangings, etc) will also be available...not for sale, but
for a donation. ‘Come To the Table’ is intended to
serve those who gather at the Table…not to sell.
We only ask that a respectable donation be given for
every item taken in support of PIN.
I thank you for your past and continuous support of
our PIN Ministry. Saint Edmund Campion Parish is
our home. We are family. Let’s support each other in
whatever way we can.
Please call with any questions you may have or to let
me know your willingness to volunteer to help with
the sale at either church.
Toni Mintel
PIN Chairperson
Home #: 860-569-7593
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SAINT EDMUND CAMPION
ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
Monday ~ January 24, 2022 ~ 10:00 AM
We will be holding our annual Memorial Mass on
Monday, January 24 at 10:00 a.m. followed by our
paid members only breakfast. (Please note that this
date is the 4th Monday of the month rather than the
3rd Monday of the month when we usually meet.)
The membership table will be open from 9:15-9:45
a.m. to give you time to renew your membership or
to become a new member for 2022. We are asking
that members be seated in the church by 9:50 a.m.
The Mass may be attended by anyone who wishes
to attend; however, due to budget restrictions, the
breakfast will be open to 2022 paid members only.
The memorial cross will be lit with candles and we
will carry on the spirit of remembering members of
the combined clubs who have gone home to the
Lord. You are encouraged to wear a mask even if
it’s not required by local ordinance.
Many months of entertainment have been planned
for 2022…and we are excited to get this year
started! New members are always welcome. If you
have any questions regarding the Social Club,
please feel free to contact Joan or Frank Perrone at
860-568-6229.

SAINT BRIDGET SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, January 30 ~ 9:00 am -11:00 am
Saint Bridget School offers students a safe and
disciplined environment steeped in Catholic tradition
and academic excellence. We invite you to our open
house on January 30 from 9:00 am to 11:00 am. At
our open house families will be able to tour our
school and learn about our exceptional programs.
Our daily curriculum offers students a challenging
academic schedule and participation in art, music,
gym, Spanish and library. We also support a variety
of sports and clubs. For more information, please
call 860-649-7731, ext. 217 or visit us at
www.saintbridget-school.com.
Saint Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ February 11, 2022
9:00 AM - 6:30 PM
To make an appointment, call
1-800-Red Cross or visit
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
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AMIRAH CHALLENGE CONCLUDING!

MARY’S WORDS

The Amirah Challenge will soon be coming to a
conclusion. This will be the last bulletin announcement
for this outreach. We have received quite a few gift cards
for gas stations, CVS and Walgreens as well as some
monetary gifts which will be used to purchase more gift
cards. If you would like to make a gift card contribution to
this effort, please put the gift card in an envelope marked
Amirah Challenge and place it in the collection basket
next weekend. I will then make arrangements to deliver
the cards to Amirah so the women they serve can benefit
from your generosity!

Mary’s willingness to act is seen in today’s
gospel reading as she turns to the servants at the
wedding feast and tells them to follow Jesus’
commands. Mary’s words are also directed at
us; we should do what Jesus tells us, that is,
give our lives in the service of love.

I am so grateful for your kindness and generosity.
Peace and blessings, Deacon Phil

WEDNESDAY EVENING DEVOTIONS
If you are looking for quiet time with Our Lord and
prayers to our Blessed Mother, then join us for our
Wednesday Evening Devotions. At 6:00 pm the Blessed
Sacrament is exposed for adoration followed by
benediction at 6:50 pm. It is then followed by Novena
Prayers of the Miraculous Medal of Our Lady. This
prayerful time concludes with recitation of the Scriptural
Rosary in which passages from the Bible help us to
meditate on the Mysteries of Our Lord according to the
liturgical season. Now that we’ve entered the liturgical
season of Ordinary Time, we are meditating on the
Luminous Mysteries.

ORDINARY TIME
Ordinary Time is called “ordinary,” not because it is
common, but simply because the weeks of Ordinary Time
are numbered. The Latin word ordinalis, which refers to
numbers in a series, stems from the Latin word ordo, from
which we get the English word order. Thus, the numbered
weeks of Ordinary Time, in fact, represent the ordered life
of the Church—the period in which we live our lives
neither in feasting (as in the Christmas and Easter seasons)
or in more severe penance (as in Advent and Lent), but in
watchfulness and expectation of the Second Coming of
Christ. It’s appropriate, therefore, that the Gospel for the
Second Sunday of Ordinary Time (which is actually the
first Sunday celebrated in Ordinary Time) always features
either John the Baptist’s acknowledgment of Christ as the
Lamb of God or Christ’s first miracle—the transformation
of water into wine at the wedding at Cana. Thus for
Catholics, Ordinary Time is the part of the year in which
Christ, the Lamb of God, walks among us and transforms
our lives. There’s nothing “ordinary” about that!

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://
usccb.org/bible/readings/.
Another easy way to access the
daily readings is to download
the free Laudate App from the
Apple App store or Google Play.
Monday - January 17:

1 Samuel 15:16-23;
Psalm 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; Mark 2:18-22
Tuesday - January 18:

1 Samuel 16:1-13;
Psalm 89:20-22, 27-28; Mark 2:23-28
Wednesday - January 19:

1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37, 40-51;
Psalm 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Mark 3:1-6
Thursday - January 20:

1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7;
Psalm 56:2-3, 9-13; Mark 3:7-12
Friday - January 21:

1 Samuel 24:3-21;
Psalm 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mark 3:13-19
Saturday - January 22:

2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27;
Psalm 80:2-3, 5-7; Mark 3:20-21
Sunday - January 23:

Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10;
Psalm 19:8-10, 15;
1 Corinthians 12:12-30;
Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21

