PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Call parish office. If at all possible,
do not wait until person is near death.

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months before setting
a date for your wedding.
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (December 19): $7,021

(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

Saturday, January 1 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
The Deceased & Living Members
of the Gilbert Family
Sunday, January 2 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 John Carras
(Deacon Phil & Alice Gosselin)
Sunday, January 2 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 John Loura
(Maria & John Figueiredo)
Monday, January 3 ~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Rev. William J. Killeen

Tuesday, January 4 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Dinis Leonardo
(Wife & Family)
Wednesday, January 5 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Josephine “Jo” Picone
(Family)
Thursday, January 6 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 John & Louise Olinatz (Children)
Saturday, January 8 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
The Deceased & Living Members
of the Beaulieu Family
Sunday, January 9 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 John R. Olinatz ~ 1st Anniversary
(Family)
Sunday, January 9 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Stan Traynor (Wife Ann & Family)

DO YOU NEED PRAYER?
Our prayer team is available to intercede on your
behalf and take your request before God.
Contact Sally Ann Tanasi with your prayer requests.
860-569-4072  6854angeleyes@gmail.com

*Includes $4,512 received from the in-church
collection, $977 received through our Online
Giving program and $1,532 from mail-in
offerings.
Thank you for your support of our parish!
Due to the early transmission deadline imposed
by our bulletin publisher for this weekend’s
bulletin, our Christmas collections and the
collections on the Feast of the Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph will be reported in next
weekend’s bulletin.

TAX STATEMENTS
We are happy to provide tax statements to our
parishioners who request one. If you regularly use
your envelopes to make your offerings to our
parish and wish to receive a tax statement, please
contact the parish office by phone: 860-568-5240
or by e-mail: StEdmund3@gmail.com.

ONLINE GIVING
Are you interested in supporting our parish
through the convenience of Online Giving? If
you’d like more info, please visit our secure
website at https://www.osvhub.com/saint-edmund
-campion-parish/funds. You may also contact the
parish office for assistance.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence
of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
For a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful
New Year for All

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week
For the Prayers
We Each Hold in Our Hearts
(Friend)
Please call the parish office to schedule a sanctuary
lamp dedication. Suggested offering: $15.
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PARISH OFFICE ~ HOLIDAY HOURS
In observance of the New Year holiday, the parish
office will be closed this Monday, January 3.

A PRAYER TO KEEP GOD
FIRST THIS NEW YEAR
Dear God, Thank you that you make all things
new. Thank you for all that you’ve allowed into
our lives this past year, the good along with the
hard things, which have reminded us how much
we need you and rely on your presence filling us
every single day.
We pray for your Spirit to lead us each step of
this New Year. We ask that you will guide our
decisions and turn our hearts to deeply desire you
above all else. We ask that you will open doors
needing to be opened and close the ones needing
to be shut tight. We ask that you would help us
release our grip on the things to which you’ve
said “no,” “not yet,” or “wait.” We ask for help to
pursue you first, above every dream and desire
you’ve put within our hearts.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ~ COUNCIL 4
Our council will meet this Thursday, January 6, at
7:30 PM in the Saint Christopher Church Hall for its
monthly business meeting. The Knights are looking
for Catholic men who want to make a difference in
their community, grow in faith and obtain exclusive
access to top-rated insurance protection for their
family. For more information, please contact Grand
Knight Ray Simeone at 860-569-8451 or at
rjsimeone95@comcast.net.

CHRISTMAS 2021 EXHIBIT
The Blessed Michael McGivney Pilgrimage Center
(formerly known as the Knights of Columbus
Museum) has opened its Christmas 2021 exhibit,
“The Nativity Story: Art of the Crèche” which will
run through to February 6, 2022. The Center is
located at 1 State Street in New Haven. Admission
and parking is always free. Visitors must reserve a
timed-entry ticket for access. Please go to
michaelmcgivneycenter.org or call 203-865-0400
before your visit to obtain your timed-entry tickets.

2021 PARISH ANNUAL FUND DRIVE

We ask for your wisdom, for your strength and
power to be constantly present within us. We pray
you would make us strong and courageous for the
road ahead. Give us ability beyond what we feel
able, let your gifts flow freely through us, so that
you would be honored by our lives, and others
would be drawn to you. We pray that you’d keep
us far from the snares and traps of temptations.
That you would whisper in our ear when we need
to run and whisper in our heart when we need to
stand our ground.

This year’s Annual Fund Drive to support the needs
of our parish is now underway. Nearly 200 families
have already responded to this Appeal and we are
most grateful. If you did not receive this mailing, you
can read Father John’s letter by visiting our parish’s
website. Please consider supporting this effort by
placing your donation in the collection basket in an
envelope marked “Annual Fund Drive” or mail it in
to the parish office.

We pray for your protection over our families and
friends. We ask for your hand to cover us and
keep us distanced from the evil intent of the
enemy; that you would be a barrier to surround
us, that we’d be safe in your hands. We pray that
you would give us discernment and insight
beyond our years, to understand your will, hear
your voice, and know your ways. Amen. – Debbie
McDaniel

Thank you so much for your generous support of our
Hearts and Hands Program! Saint Edmund Campion
Parish’s spirit of love and caring was certainly alive
and well! All the items have been delivered to
Birthright, Synergy and Hartford Catholic Worker.
A special thank you to my wife Alice for assisting me
with sorting the items so they could be delivered and
to Bonnie Szalay for making all the tree ornaments
for this wonderful community outreach. May God
bless you all abundantly. Peace, Deacon Phil

Saint Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ January 14, 2022
1:00 - 6:00 PM
1-800-Red Cross to make an app’t

HEARTS AND HANDS THANK YOU!

“You don’t have to see the whole staircase,
just take the first step.”
― Martin Luther King Jr.
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COLLECTION TO ASSIST
TORNADO VICTIMS
Archbishop Blair has authorized parishes
throughout the Archdiocese to take up a
special collection to support the Catholic
Charities USA which is working to assist
victims of the tornadoes that tore through the
South and Midwest last month. We will take
up a second collection for this purpose this
weekend. Please make checks payable to
St. Edmund Campion Parish and we will
forward one check to the Catholic Charities
USA. You may also donate directly by going
here: https://www.catholiccharities.us/
campaign/ccusa-disaster-relief/c353051.

THANK YOU!
We extend our appreciation to the Newkirk &
Whitney and Benjamin J. Callahan Funeral
Homes for providing us with a supply of 2022
calendars and for donating some of the poinsettia
plants that are decorating our churches. We also
extend our appreciation to the D’Esopo Funeral
Chapel. They donated the Christmas tree that is
in the sanctuary of Saint Christopher Church and
the wreaths that adorn our churches. We are most
grateful to both of these businesses for their
kindness and generosity!

SAINT BRIDGET SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, January 30 ~ 9:00 am -11:00 am
Saint Bridget School offers our students a safe
and disciplined environment steeped in Catholic
tradition and academic excellence. We invite you
to our open house on January 30 from 9:00 am to
11:00 am. At our open house families will be able
to tour our school and learn more about our
exceptional programs. Our daily curriculum
offers students a challenging academic schedule
and participation in art, music, gym, Spanish and
library. We also support a variety of sports and
clubs. Those unable to make our open house may
call to schedule an individual tour. Call our
school office at 860-649-7731, ext. 217 or visit
our school’s website at www.saintbridgetschool.com. We look forward to meeting you!
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FOOD BANK NEWS
I want to first thank all my volunteers who have
worked so hard to keep our food bank up and
running each month. As you can imagine, it was an
extremely busy year with many people in our
community needing assistance. If you are interested
in joining our wonderful team of volunteers or would
like more information, please give me a call at 860202-8462. We are in need of some extra hands.
Our Food Bank has been blessed with the kindness
of many people who’ve made food and monetary
donations to help us distribute holiday food baskets
to those in need in our community. Although all
donations, either big or small, are worthy of
recognition, we’d like to specifically thank the
Knights of Columbus Rev. John A. Fleming Council
#2533 for their $500 donation and the Rotary Club of
East Hartford for their $1,000.00 donation. All
donations, whether it be food or money, help our
Food Bank to fulfill its mission that no one in our
community goes hungry.
I want to especially thank Bonnie for the
administrative support she gives me and last, but not
least, I want to thank my right-hand woman Ruby
Birdseye. It’s with her help and support that I’ve
been able to continue to do all that’s been needed.
– Diane Warner, Food Bank Coordinator

 UPDATE 
Amirah Challenge
Our parish is currently participating in a challenge to
help the victims and survivors being served by
Amirah, Inc. to break free from exploitation and heal
in a community on their journey toward lasting hope.
Although we initially agreed to try to reach a goal of
25 gas gift cards, some people have let me know the
difficulty they are having purchasing gas cards.
This issue was shared with Amirah and they asked if
we could instead fulfill the remainder of our goal
with CVS and Walgreens gift cards in denominations
of $25 to $40. We thank those of you who were
successful in purchasing the gas gift cards originally
requested. If you would please consider donating a
gift card to assist the women being served by
Amirah, I would be so grateful. Please place your
gift card donation in the collection basket in an
envelope marked “Amirah Challenge.” Peace and
blessings, Deacon Phil
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FINDING GOD: In today’s gospel Matthew tells us the story of the magi so that we might see the light and
know that the child these magi visited is the fulfillment of prophecy, Like the magi, we see in the newborn
child the king of the universe and light of the world. Like the magi, we find in ourselves a new faith and a new
life. Like them, we return to our home by a new route. We are asked to come away from this festive season
ourselves renewed and awake to the presence of God among us. We are asked to find God where God is to be
found, to be attentive and surprised and ready to bow down in adoration and to offer our gifts. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

MEN’S RETREAT
Our parish’s Men’s Retreat held at Holy Family
Retreat Center in West Hartford is scheduled for
January 14-16, 2022 and will be an in-person/
overnight retreat. Out of concern for the safety of the
retreatants, only those who are fully-vaccinated and
who can show proof of vaccination will be able to
participate. Please consider giving yourself the gift
of retreat to start off 2022 with a renewed
perspective. Many of you know what a great job
Holy Family does in providing us with a vibrant
retreat experience. This year’s theme is In the Spirit
of Trust. When we think about the idea of “trust”,
we may think about how much we trust the people
around us – our family or friends, the communities to
which we belong, or the institutions to which we are
bound through society, government or religion. But
as the scriptures remind us, the most important form
of trust we can have is our trust in God. To have a
relationship with God, we need to be able to trust
that God will provide for us and guide us on our
journey through life. That kind of trust begins in our
relationships with others. Our retreat theme, In the
Spirit of Trust, will explore the notion of trust and
how it is gained, as well as lost. We will share our
personal faith experiences of trusting in God’s
providence and helping one another to build a
foundation for lasting trust in the one who created us
and loves us. The retreat begins with a buffet dinner
from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. on Friday evening and
concludes Sunday with the celebration of Mass at
10:45 a.m. followed by a hot brunch at noon.
Families of retreatants are most welcome to attend
the Sunday Mass and brunch at no extra charge. The
retreat offering is $325; but as always, it is more if
you can, less if you can’t. We have an opportunity
available for a first-time retreatant to go as a nocharge guest of Holy Family; please contact
Deacon Phil. You can register online at
www.holyfamilyretreat.org or you can get assistance
by contacting Ray Simeone at 860-569-8451,
rjsimeone95@comcast.net or Deacon Phil at 860568-5001, imgoose@comcast.net.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://
usccb.org/bible/readings/. Another
easy way to access the daily
readings is to download the free
Laudate App from the Apple App
store or Google Play.
Monday - January 3:
1 John 3:22 — 4:6;
Psalm 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday - January 4:
1 John 4:7-10;
Psalm 72:1-4, 7-8; Mark 6:34-44
Wednesday - January 5:
1 John 4:11-18;
Psalm 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mark 6:45-52
Thursday - January 6:
1 John 4:19 — 5:4;
Psalm 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17; Luke 4:14-22a
Friday - January 7:
1 John 5:5-13;
Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20; Luke 5:12-16
Saturday - January 8:
1 John 5:14-21;
Psalm 149:1-6a, 9b; John 3:22-30
Sunday - January 9:
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11;
Psalm 104:1b-4, 24-25, 27-30;
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7;
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

