PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Call parish office. If at all possible,
do not wait until person is near death.

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months before setting
a date for your wedding.

Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ December 19, 2021

Page 1

PARISH SUPPORT

(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

Saturday, December 18 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Geoffrey Callahan
In Remembrance of His Birthday
(Family)
Sunday, December 19 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Daniel Patrick Carroll
(Aunt Susan, Gary & Patrick Carroll, Father)
Sunday, December 19 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 John Loura (Maria & John Figueiredo)
Monday, December 20 ~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Santa & Sebastian Calderone (Family)

Tuesday, December 21 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Dinis Leonardo
(Wife & Family)
Wednesday, December 22 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Diane Olinatz and  John R. Olinatz
(Family)

Due to the early transmission deadline imposed by
our bulletin publisher for this weekend’s bulletin,
last weekend’s collection will be reported in next
weekend’s bulletin.

ONLINE GIVING
Are you interested in supporting our parish through
the convenience of Online Giving? If you’d like
more info, please visit our secure website at https://
www.osvhub.com/saint-edmund-campion-parish/
funds.

2021 PARISH ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
This year’s Annual Fund Drive to support the needs
of our parish is now underway. Nearly 200 families
have already responded to this Appeal and we are
most grateful. If you did not receive this mailing, you
can read Father John’s letter on our website. Please
consider supporting this effort by placing your
donation in the collection basket in an envelope
marked “Annual Fund Drive” or mail to the office.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week

Thursday, December 23 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Antonio Leonardo (Wife & Family)

In Loving Memory of
Paul Leger ~ 8th Anniversary
(Family)

Friday, December 24 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Eleanor Curran ~ 8th Anniversary
(Laraine Olinatz)

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week

Friday, December 24 ~ 8:00 pm (SC)
For the People of the Parish

In Loving Memory of
Felicia Chesery ~ 24th Anniversary
(Daughter Madeline & Sam Cassarino)

Saturday, December 25 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 For the Bartuski & Deyette Families
(The Deyette Family)

(continued from the previous column)

Saturday, December 25 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Robert Boardman (Wife Helen & Family)
 John & Margaret Grogan (Daughter Helen)
 Jim Grogan and  Mike Grogan (Sister, Helen)
(Mass intentions continued in the next column)

MASS INTENTIONS
There is no 4:00 pm Vigil Mass on December 25.
Sunday, December 26 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Rev. Francis P. Johnson
Sunday, December 26 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 John Loura (Maria & John Figueiredo)
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CHRISTMAS WEEKEND
MASSES AND
CONFESSION SCHEDULE

CONGRATULATIONS FATHER JOHN
on the 35th Anniversary of
Your Ordination to the Priesthood

Christmas Eve – December 24

Father John was ordained on December 20, 1986
at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford by
Archbishop John Whealon.

4:00 pm (Vigil Mass) - Saint Christopher Church
8:00 pm (Mass During the Night) - Saint Christopher Church
(Chancel Choir Christmas Prelude begins at 7:45pm)
Christmas Day – December 25
8:30 am - Our Lady of Peace Church
10:30 am - Saint Christopher Church
The Feast of The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary & Joseph ~ December 26
(There will be no 4:00 pm Vigil Mass on
December 25 for the celebration of this Feast)
8:30 am - Our Lady of Peace Church
10:30 am - Saint Christopher Church
Confessions Before Christmas
(Saint Christopher Church)

Tuesday, December 21: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Friday, December 24: 9:00 am - 11:00 am

CHANCEL CHOIR CHRISTMAS PRELUDE
Our Chancel Choir will present their annual
Christmas Prelude program beginning at 7:45 pm in
Saint Christopher Church on Christmas Eve,
December 24. Come and hear songs specially
selected to help us celebrate the Christmas season!

PARISH OFFICE
Holiday Hours
In observance of the Christmas holiday, the parish
office will be closed on Friday, December 24 and
Monday, December 27.
Saint Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ January 14, 2022
1:00 - 6:00 PM
Call 1-800-Red Cross to make an app’t.

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
We are always most grateful when families request
that donations be made to Saint Edmund Campion
Parish in memory of their loved ones. The family of
Jeanne Sciarra was kind enough to do this and $475
has already been donated to Saint Edmund Campion
Parish in Jeanne’s memory. May God bless both her
family for their thoughtfulness and the donors for
their kindness and generosity. We pray that Jeanne’s
soul, by the mercy of God, rests in peace.

WEDNESDAY EVENING DEVOTIONS
Did you know that we have devotions every
Wednesday night in Saint Christopher Church?
If you are looking for quiet time with Our Lord and
prayers to our Blessed Mother, especially during this
season of Advent, then join us for our Wednesday
Devotions. At 6:00 pm the Blessed Sacrament is
exposed for adoration followed by benediction at
6:50 pm. It is then followed by Novena Prayers of
the Miraculous Medal of Our Lady. This prayerful
time concludes with recitation of the Scriptural
Rosary in which passages from the Bible help us to
meditate on the Mysteries of Our Lord according to
the liturgical season. Now that we are in the season
of Advent, we will be meditating on the Joyful
Mysteries.

AMIRAH CHALLENGE
Our parish is currently participating in a challenge to
help the victims and survivors of the Amirah House
in Hartford break free from exploitation and heal in a
community on their journey toward lasting hope.
We’ve agreed to try to reach a goal of 25 gas gift
cards (Mobil, Speedway and Gulf in amounts of $25
or $40). If you would please consider donating a gas
gift card to assist the women being served by
Amirah, I would be so grateful. Please place your
gift card donation in the collection basket in an
envelope marked “Amirah Challenge.” Peace and
blessings, Deacon Phil
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS ~ COUNCIL 4

We are looking forward to seeing all of you members
who have signed up and plan to attend our Christmas
Party this Monday, December 20.
Just a reminder… at 11:15 a.m., the Membership
Committee will be available to receive your 2022
dues payments (still $15…quite a bargain.) Don’t
forget to pick up your membership badge on your
way in. Hors d'oeuvres will be served by 11:30.
Around 11:45, there will be some announcements,
followed by a prayer by Father John. We hope to
have the meal begin promptly at noon. After the
main portion of the meal, we will have some light
entertainment, followed by dessert. What a fun day
this will be!
Please remember to bring your vaccination record,
and be ready to wear a mask, if a mandate should be
implemented…except while eating, of course.
We are accepting new members for 2022. If you
have any questions about membership, please call
Mary Vaughan at 860-568-7601.

The Knights of Columbus Council 4 will hold their
Christmas Potluck Supper this Tuesday, Dec. 21 in
the Saint Christopher church hall. Dinner will be
served at 6:00 pm. Brother Bob Falkevitz is
coordinating the supper, so please contact him at
860-568-5452 if you are attending to let him know
the number of people coming and what dish you will
bring. A Yankee Gift Swap will also be held.
The Gift Swap is voluntary, so if you want to
participate, please bring a wrapped gift to the supper.
There is a limit of $15 on the price of the gift.

CHRISTMAS 2021 EXHIBIT
The Blessed Michael McGivney Pilgrimage Center
(formerly known as the Knights of Columbus
Museum) has opened its Christmas 2021 exhibit,
“The Nativity Story: Art of the Crèche” which will
run through to February 6, 2022. The Center is
located at 1 State Street in New Haven. Admission
and parking is always free. Visitors must reserve a
timed-entry ticket for access. Please go to
michaelmcgivneycenter.org or call 203-865-0400
before your visit to obtain your timed-entry tickets.

MEN’S RETREAT
Our parish’s Men’s Retreat held at Holy Family Retreat Center in West Hartford is scheduled for January 1416, 2022 and will be an in-person/overnight retreat. Out of concern for the safety of the retreatants, only those
who are fully-vaccinated and who can show proof of vaccination will be able to participate. Please consider
giving yourself the gift of retreat to start off 2022 with a renewed perspective. Many of you know what a great
job Holy Family does in providing us with a vibrant retreat experience. This year’s theme is In the Spirit of
Trust. When we think about the idea of “trust”, we may think about how much we trust the people around us –
our family or friends, the communities to which we belong, or the institutions to which we are bound through
society, government or religion. But as the scriptures remind us, the most important form of trust we can have
is our trust in God. To have a relationship with God, we need to be able to trust that God will provide for us
and guide us on our journey through life. That kind of trust begins in our relationships with others. Our retreat
theme, In the Spirit of Trust, will explore the notion of trust and how it is gained, as well as lost. We will
share our personal faith experiences of trusting in God’s providence and helping one another to build a
foundation for lasting trust in the one who created us and loves us. The retreat begins with a buffet dinner from
6:00 – 7:30 p.m. on Friday evening and concludes Sunday with the celebration of Mass at 10:45 a.m. followed
by a hot brunch at noon. Families of retreatants are most welcome to attend the Sunday Mass and brunch at no
extra charge. The retreat offering is $325; but as always, it is more if you can, less if you can’t. We have an
opportunity available for a first-time retreatant to go as a no-charge guest of Holy Family; please contact
Deacon Phil. You can register online at www.holyfamilyretreat.org or you can get assistance by contacting
Ray Simeone at 860-569-8451, rjsimeone95@comcast.net or Deacon Phil at 860-568-5001,
imgoose@comcast.net.

