PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
Call parish office. If at all possible,
do not wait until person is near death.

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months before setting
a date for your wedding.
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (December 5):

(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

Saturday, December 11 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Santa & Sebastian Calderone
(Family)
Sunday, December 12 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Rev. John J. Keane
Sunday, December 12 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Robert Rioux
(Jean Nowik & Joe Martocci)
Monday, December 13 ~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Rev. George F. Lauretti

Tuesday, December 14 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Regina Aszklar and  Frank Wroniak
(Family)
Wednesday, December 15 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Mark Tardiff and  Debbie Tardiff Fallacaro
(Family)
Thursday, December 16 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Joseph Leonardo (Mom & Daughters)
Saturday, December 18 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Geoffrey Callahan
In Remembrance of His Birthday
(Family)
Sunday, December 19 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Daniel Patrick Carroll
(Aunt Susan, Gary & Patrick Carroll, Father)
Sunday, December 19 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 John Loura (Maria & John Figueiredo)

$15,809

*Includes $4,190 received from the in-church
collection, $2,607 received through our Online
Giving program and $9,012 from mail-in offerings,
which includes one family’s yearly donation of
$7,802.
Thank you for your support of our parish!

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
Today you have the opportunity to help the aging
religious. Elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests have offered their lives in
service to others – educating the young, comforting
the sick, and ministering to the less fortunate. Today,
many are frail and need assistance. Your gift to the
Retirement Fund for Religious helps furnish
medications, nursing care, and more. Please consider
supporting this Fund through today’s second
collection.

ONLINE GIVING
Are you interested in supporting our parish through
the convenience of Online Giving? If you’d like
more info, please visit our secure website at https://
www.osvhub.com/saint-edmund-campion-parish/
funds.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
For Equality, Justice,
and the Dignity of All Humans
(In Recognition of
National Human Rights Month ~ December)

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week

DO YOU NEED PRAYER?
Our prayer team is available to intercede on your
behalf and take your request before God.

In Loving Memory of
Maria Sousa
(Louellen & Margaret Johnson)

Contact Sally Ann Tanasi with your prayer requests.
860-569-4072  6854angeleyes@gmail.com

Please call the parish office to schedule a
dedication. Suggested offering is $15.

Third Sunday of Advent ~ December 12, 2021

FROM THE PASTOR...
For those of you who keep this beautiful Polish
Christmas tradition, there is a limited number of
oplatki available, free of charge at the rectory office,
first come, first served. In Poland, the Christmas
celebration begins with the appearance of the first
star in the sky on Christmas Eve, the Vigil meal or
“Wigilia.” Before eating, those partaking in the meal
gather to share in the oplatek, a wafer. Each person,
while holding an oplatek, goes from person to
person. While breaking off a piece of the wafer, the
person wishes the other “I wish you much health,
happiness, and good fortune, and after this life an
eternal crown in heaven.” Every person is included,
even those who may not have gotten along in the
past year. It’s a wonderful opportunity for
reconciliation and healing.
Our Church is growing! We welcome
into our Christian community through
the holy waters of baptism:
Ethan Jayden Santana

2021 PARISH ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
This year’s Annual Fund Drive to support the needs
of our parish is now underway. Nearly 190 families
have already responded to this Appeal and we are
most grateful. If you did not receive this mailing, you
can read Father John’s letter on our website. Please
consider supporting this effort by placing your
donation in the collection basket in an envelope
marked “Annual Fund Drive” or mail to the office.
Saint Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ January 14, 2022
1:00 - 6:00 PM
Call 1-800-Red Cross to make an app’t.
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS
An envelope for making a donation towards the
flowers that will decorate our churches this
Christmas season can be found in your envelope set.
If you do not receive envelopes, simply place your
donation in a plain envelope marked “Christmas
Flowers” and include a note with the name(s) of the
loved one(s) in whose memory your donation is
being made. The names of loved ones
submitted by December 19 will be included in our
Christmas bulletin.

HEARTS AND HANDS PROGRAM
The Christmas tree in the sanctuary of Saint
Christopher Church is decorated with tags suggesting
items for those in need this holiday season. The
families who use the services of Birthright of Greater
Hartford, the teenagers at Synergy High School in
East Hartford and the youth of the Catholic Worker
House in Hartford will benefit from our donations.
Please consider taking a tag from the tree, purchase
one of the suggested items noted on it and attach the
tag to the unwrapped item before putting it under the
tree. We ask that all donated items be returned to
the tree by December 19. Thank you in advance for
your generosity!

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets again this Monday,
December 13 from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. in the Saint
Christopher church hall. We invite you to join our
parish ministry of prayer, service and love as we
create shawls, lap blankets and baby blankets to
console those who are grieving, comfort those who
are ill, help celebrate a joyous occasion, and
welcome those who are baptized. We have yarn and
needles for those who wish to learn. For more info or
to receive a shawl or blanket, please contact Santa
Vallone 860-569-1772.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
St. Augustine said, “When we pray, we speak to God; when we read Scripture, God speaks to us.” Our Bible
Study group will meet again this Wednesday, December 15, at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel at the Saint
Christopher campus. (The chapel is located inside the school building – a.k.a. the Parish Center, 580 Brewer
St.). Face masks are not required if you have been vaccinated. We will continue our journey through the Book
of Genesis. We got halfway through chapter 31 at our last meeting. We are learning how the Twelve Tribes of
Israel came to be through Jacob’s offspring. Please join us as we encounter God’s truths in the scripture!
All adults are welcome! Our group typically meets every other Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Come when
you can and bring your Bible! Questions? Contact Deacon Phil at 860-568-5001 or at imgoose@comcast.net
or call Steve Cadwallader at 860-568-5477.
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CHRISTMAS WEEKEND
MASSES AND
CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve – December 24
4:00 pm (Vigil Mass) - Saint Christopher Church
8:00 pm (Mass During the Night) - Saint Christopher Church
(Chancel Choir Christmas Prelude begins at 7:45pm)
Christmas Day – December 25
8:30 am - Our Lady of Peace Church
10:30 am - Saint Christopher Church
The Feast of The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary & Joseph ~ December 26
(There will be no 4:00 pm Vigil Mass on
December 25 for the celebration of this Feast)
8:30 am - Our Lady of Peace Church
10:30 am - Saint Christopher Church
Confessions
(Saint Christopher Church)
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HOW YOUR SUPPORT HELPS
THE WOMEN SERVED AT AMIRAH
Your support allows for some pretty powerful
moments to happen each day as we journey with
women exiting the commercial sex trade. Today,
I would love to share a moment with you about the
power of caring.
Recently Lisa got a job – we are so excited for her!
With a new job came a lot of changes in her daily
life, including needing to stand on her feet for
several hours. After the third day, she came home
ready to toss out her old shoes that were causing her
back pain and some moments of unbearable pain in
the day.
Because of your partnership with Amirah and her
telling us about her circumstances, we gladly took
her to the store to get some comfortable shoes that
support her arches as she stands and works each day.
It might seem like a small thing, but this is the
power of caring – seeing the little things and being
there to support women like her each step of the way.
Thank you for your support in creating these
moments in Lisa’s life and the lives of every woman
we reach.

Saturday, December 18: 3:00 pm - 3:45 pm
Tuesday, December 21: 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Friday, December 24: 9:00 am - 11:00 am

Peace and blessings for helping the women seeking
help and hope at Amirah!
– Deacon Phil

CHANCEL CHOIR CHRISTMAS PRELUDE

(Please see the article on the bottom of page 4 of this
bulletin for more information about the Amirah
Challenge.)

Our Chancel Choir will present their annual
Christmas Prelude program beginning at 7:45 pm in
Saint Christopher Church on Christmas Eve,
December 24. Come and hear songs specially
selected to help us celebrate the Christmas season!

CHRISTMAS 2021 EXHIBIT
The Blessed Michael McGivney Pilgrimage Center
(formerly known as the Knights of Columbus
Museum) has opened its Christmas 2021 exhibit,
“The Nativity Story: Art of the Crèche” which will
run through to February 6, 2022. The Center is
located at 1 State Street in New Haven. Admission
and parking is always free. Visitors must reserve a
timed-entry ticket for access. Please go to
michaelmcgivneycenter.org or call 203-865-0400 in
advance of your visit to obtain your timed-entry
tickets.

WEDNESDAY EVENING DEVOTIONS
Did you know that we have devotions every
Wednesday night in Saint Christopher Church?
If you are looking for quiet time with Our Lord and
prayers to our Blessed Mother, especially during this
season of Advent, then join us for our Wednesday
Devotions. At 6:00 pm the Blessed Sacrament is
exposed for adoration followed by benediction at
6:50 pm. It is then followed by Novena Prayers of
the Miraculous Medal of Our Lady. This prayerful
time concludes with recitation of the Scriptural
Rosary in which passages from the Bible help us to
meditate on the Mysteries of Our Lord according to
the liturgical season. Now that we are in the season
of Advent, we will be meditating on the Joyful
Mysteries.
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MEN’S RETREAT
Our parish’s Men’s Retreat held at Holy Family
Retreat Center in West Hartford is scheduled for
January 14-16, 2022 and will be an in-person/
overnight retreat. Out of concern for the safety of the
retreatants, only those who are fully-vaccinated and
who can show proof of vaccination will be able to
participate. Please consider giving yourself the gift
of retreat to start off 2022 with a renewed
perspective. Many of you know what a great job
Holy Family does in providing us with a vibrant
retreat experience. This year’s theme is In the Spirit
of Trust. When we think about the idea of “trust”,
we may think about how much we trust the people
around us – our family or friends, the communities to
which we belong, or the institutions to which we are
bound through society, government or religion.
But as the scriptures remind us, the most important
form of trust we can have is our trust in God.
To have a relationship with God, we need to be able
to trust that God will provide for us and guide us on
our journey through life. That kind of trust begins in
our relationships with others. Our retreat theme,
In the Spirit of Trust, will explore the notion of trust
and how it is gained, as well as lost. We will share
our personal faith experiences of trusting in God’s
providence and helping one another to build a
foundation for lasting trust in the one who created us
and loves us. The retreat begins with a buffet dinner
from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. on Friday evening and
concludes Sunday with the celebration of Mass at
10:45 a.m. followed by a hot brunch at noon.
Families of retreatants are most welcome to attend
the Sunday Mass and brunch at no extra charge. The
retreat offering is $325; but as always, it is more if
you can, less if you can’t. We have an opportunity
available for a first-time retreatant to go as a
no-charge guest of Holy Family; please contact
Deacon Phil. You can register online at
www.holyfamilyretreat.org or you can get assistance
by contacting Ray Simeone at 860-569-8451,
rjsimeone95@comcast.net or Deacon Phil at 860568-5001, imgoose@comcast.net.
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://
usccb.org/bible/readings/. Another
easy way to access the daily
readings is to download the free
Laudate App from the Apple App
store or Google Play.
Monday - December 13:
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a;
Psalm 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9;
Matthew 21:23-27
Tuesday - December 14:
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13;
Psalm 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23;
Matthew 21:28-32
Wednesday - December 15:
Isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25;
Psalm 85:9-14; Luke 7:18b-23
Thursday - December 16:
Isaiah 54:1-10;
Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b;
Luke 7:24-30
Friday - December 17:
Genesis 49:2, 8-10;
Psalm 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;
Matthew 1:1-17
Saturday - December 18:
Jeremiah 23:5-8;
Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19;
Matthew 1:18-25
Sunday - December 19:
Micah 5:1-4a; Psalm 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19;
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45

AMIRAH CHALLENGE ~ Our parish is currently participating in a challenge to help the victims and
survivors of the Amirah House in Hartford break free from exploitation and heal in a community on their
journey toward lasting hope. We’ve agreed to try to reach a goal of 25 gas gift cards (Mobil, Speedway and
Gulf in amounts of $25 or $40). If you would please consider donating a gas gift card to assist the women
being served by Amirah, I would be so grateful. Please place your gift card donation in the collection basket in
an envelope marked “Amirah Challenge.” Peace and blessings, Deacon Phil

