Fourth Sunday of Lent ~ March 14, 2021

PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm (Tuesdays During Lent)
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
(Our Lady of Peace Church)
Will resume in Spring 2021

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (March 7):

(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

Saturday, March 13 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Joseph Stephen Chitwood ~ 1st Anniversary
(Mom & Family)

$ 7,141*

*Includes $3,012 received from the in-church
collection, $1,049 received through our Online
Giving program and $3,080 from mail-in offerings.
Thank you for your support of our parish!

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS

Sunday, March 14 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Zenaida Solis
(Lea Casaol)

Per the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese,
collections will not be taken up during Mass in the
usual way. Rather, you are asked to deposit your
envelopes in the baskets placed at each aisle as you
come in to the church.

Sunday, March 14 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Henry Nadeau
(Richard Earley & Family)
(Barbara Kradas & Family)
(Sharon Young & Family)
(David Earley & Family)
(Carol Earley & Family)

Online Giving is available here at Saint Edmund
Campion parish! It’s all about convenience for you
and consistency for the parish. For more information
and to register for Online Giving, please visit our
online giving website at www.osvhub.com/saintedmund-campion-parish/funds.

Monday, March 15 ~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Alice I. Hamel

Tuesday, March 16 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Daniel Cabral, Sr.
(Sister, Maria Leonardo)
Wednesday, March 17 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Diane Olinatz and  John R. Olinatz
(Family)
Thursday, March 18 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Antonio Leonardo
(Wife & Family)

ONLINE GIVING PROGRAM

TAX STATEMENTS
We are happy to provide tax statements to our
parishioners who request one. If you are an envelope
user and wish to receive a tax statement, please
contact the parish office by phone: 860-568-5240 or
by e-mail: StEdmund3@gmail.com.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week

Saturday, March 20 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Gary D’Alesandro ~ 13th Anniversary
(Wife Mary & Family)

For All Who Care for the Sick;
May They Be A Radiant Sign of
God’s Abiding Love

Sunday, March 21 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Timothy Gilbert ~ 10th Anniversary
(Parents Elaine & Thomas)

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church

Sunday, March 21 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Joyce Boudreau
(Jackie Hudkins &
The Staff of Hudkins Law)

burns this week
In Loving Memory of
Joseph Stephen Chitwood ~ 1st Anniversary
(Mom & Family)
Please contact the parish office to schedule a
sanctuary lamp dedication. Suggested offering: $15.
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STATEMENT FROM
CONNECTICUT CATHOLIC BISHOPS
REGARDING COVID-19 VACCINES
People should feel free in good conscience to receive
any of the vaccines currently available (Pfizer,
Moderna, Johnson & Johnson) for the sake of their
own health and the common good, which requires
the prompt vaccination of as many people as
possible. This guidance is in accord with what has
been stated by both the U.S. Conference of Bishops
and the Holy See in Rome. At the same time the
Church continues to advocate for the creation of
vaccines that do no rely on cell lines derived, even
remotely, from abortion.
– Most Reverend Leonard P. Blair
Archbishop of Hartford
– Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano
Bishop of Bridgeport
– Most Reverend Juan Miguel Betancourt, SEMV
Auxiliary Bishop of Hartford
– Most Reverend Michael R. Cote
Bishop of Norwich
– Most Reverend P. Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
Eparch of Stamford

CONFESSIONS DURING LENT
Father John will hear Confessions at the usual time
on Saturdays from 3:00 pm to 3:45 pm. He will
also hear confessions from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm on
the following Mondays: March 15, March 22 and
March 29 as well as on Holy Saturday, April 3
from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon.

GOD-GIVEN GIFTS
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son…” - John 3:16
Of all the wonderful gifts that God has given to us,
the gift of His own Son is truly the greatest. How can
we ever thank God for a gift like that? God does not
ask us to sacrifice our own precious firstborn, but He
does ask that we are grateful and generous with our
God-given gifts. That we nurture and develop our
gifts, and in gratitude, generously give back with
increase our time in prayer, our talent in charitable
works and our treasure to support the mission and
ministry of our parish and greater Church.
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2021 ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
This weekend marks the start of the 2021
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal in our parish. If you
did not receive the 2021 Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal request mailing, please pick up a packet at
the rear of Church as you leave today. As Catholics
in the Archdiocese of Hartford we have a profound
impact on our local communities not only in the
spiritual realm, but intimately connected to it, the
realm of social services and many charities and
outreach services performed by, or with help from,
our Church.
For the fifth year in a row, in 2020, the Archbishop’s
Annual Appeal Vicariate Outreach Program provided
over $1,000,000 to over 200 local organizations in
Hartford, Litchfield and New Haven counties.
Organizations such as East Hartford Interfaith
Ministries Human Need Fund and the Friendship
Center of East Hartford right here in our own town
received funding from the Appeal’s Vicariate
Outreach Program that makes a difference in serving
our neighbors. All funds contributed to the
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal are used exclusively
for the purposes outlined in the Appeal literature,
which can be found at archdioceseofhartford.org/
appeal. No Appeal funds are ever used for legal fees
or settlements.

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS HAS MOVED
TO TUESDAY DURING LENT
Even though we are unable to hold Soup & Stations
this year due to the pandemic, we have moved our
Wednesday Night Devotions to the following
Tuesday evenings during Lent:
March 16, 23, 30
Devotions will return to Wednesday evening
beginning April 7. We invite you to join us for quiet
time with Our Lord and prayers to our Blessed
Mother. At 6:00 pm the Blessed Sacrament is
exposed for adoration followed by benediction at
6:50 pm. It is then followed by Novena Prayers of
the Miraculous Medal of Our Lady. This prayerful
time concludes with recitation of the Scriptural
Rosary in which passages from the Bible help us to
meditate on the Mysteries of Our Lord according to
the liturgical season. Now that we are in the Lenten
season, we are meditating on the Sorrowful
Mysteries.
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Traditional Stations of the Cross
will be led by Deacon Bill
Bartlett at the Our Lady of Peace
Church at 6:30 pm on the
following Friday evenings:
March 19 and 26

INCLEMENT WEATHER
When inclement weather forces us to cancel Mass,
Stations of the Cross, Devotions, etc., notice of the
cancellation can be viewed online at www.wfsb.com/
weather/closings or on-air at CBS Channel 3.

LENT WITH THE LORD
We invite you to visit the Archdiocese of Hartford’s
YouTube channel to view their series Lent with the
Lord. Join Father Matt each week as he explores
scripture that feeds our minds, bodies, and souls
during our Lenten journey. Go to https://
www.youtube.com and search Archdiocese of
Hartford.

SAINT BRIDGET PRESCHOOL’S
Expansion to
Saint Bartholomew Church
736 East Middle Turnpike ~ Manchester
Come Take a Tour!
860-649-7731  www.saintbridget-school.com

GOD’S MERCY
Today’s reading from the second book of Chronicles
contains a sort of “mini-history” of Israel.
It highlights God’s mercies in choosing Cyrus the
Persian to be an instrument of deliverance when the
people were in captivity in Babylon. Despite their
sinfulness and the deserved punishment they were
undergoing, God’s mercy was lavished on the people
in the form of a miraculous act of liberation.
The Letter to the Ephesians, in much more theological
terms, gives a similar account of a God “who brought
us to life with Christ—by grace you have been
saved.” The author stresses that it was when we were
“dead in our transgressions” that God saved us, an act
of pure grace. He emphasizes that it is not our own
efforts that freed us from sin (“this is not from you”);
rather, “it is the gift of God.” This, of course, is the
heart of the entire Pauline corpus, that salvation
comes to us by faith in God’s mercy, revealed in the
death of Jesus. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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DISPENSATION EXTENDED
In light of the continued circumstances surrounding
the pandemic within the state of Connecticut and
throughout the Archdiocese of Hartford, Archbishop
Blair has now extended the dispensation from the
obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days
of Obligation for all the Faithful of the Archdiocese
of Hartford up to and including Sunday, May 23,
2021, which is Pentecost Sunday.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://
usccb.org/bible/readings/. Another
easy way to access the daily readings
is to download the free Laudate App
from the Apple App store or Google
Play.
Monday - March 15:
Isaiah 65:17-21;
Psalm 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; John 4:43-54
Tuesday - March 16:
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12;
Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; John 5:1-16
Wednesday - March 17:
Isaiah 49:8-15;
Psalm 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; John 5:17-30
Thursday - March 18:
Exodus 32:7-14;
Psalm 106:19-23; John 5:31-47
Friday - March 19:
(Solemnity of Saint Joseph,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary)
2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16;
Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29; Romans 4:13:16-18, 22;
Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Luke 2:41-51a
Saturday - March 20:
Jeremiah 11:18-20;
Psalm 7:2-3, 9bc-12; John 7:40-53
Sunday - March 21:
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:3-4, 12-15;
Hebrews 5:7-9; John 12:20-33
`
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MERCY FRIDAY ~ MARCH 19, 2021
During the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy in 2015-2016, Pope Francis began a personal
initiative of celebrating “Mercy Fridays,” in which he would engage in specific corporal and spiritual
works of mercy. Making visits to locations such as public housing projects, a center for Alzheimer’s
patients, the newborn section of a hospital, an institute for the blind, and various health care centers,
the Holy Father offered a sign of care, support, and mercy to all those he encountered.
While the official Year of Mercy has been completed and the pandemic has diminished many of our
regular opportunities to go places and interact with others, that does not mean that mercy can be
forgotten. In fact, Pope Francis has recently expressed on multiple occasions the importance of mercy
in these days of difficulty for our world. Just this February in a letter to Bishop Piotr Libera of the
Diocese of Płock, Poland marking the 90th anniversary of the first appearance of Jesus to Saint
Faustina Kowalska, the Pope wrote, “Let us ask Christ for the gift of mercy. Let it engulf us and
penetrate us. Let us have the courage to come back to Jesus to meet His love and mercy in the
sacraments.” Then, in his official prayer intention for the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network for the
month of March, the Holy Father called us “To pass from misery to mercy.”
It is with these statements in mind that we invite all men, women, and children to celebrate a
Mercy Friday for this year of 2021. Therefore, on Friday, March 19, 2021, we ask the Catholics of
the Archdiocese of Hartford to observe a “Mercy Friday” by engaging in any of the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy that might be possible at this time.
Some might recognize that March 19th is also the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, an important day for both
our universal and local Church. During this holy Year of Saint Joseph and especially in this
archdiocese where we celebrate Saint Joseph as our patron, March 19th will be a day of solemnity and
celebration, but it can also be a day for mercy. Recalling the blessed ways in which Saint Joseph
supported the Holy Family, we should be drawn into action, and what better way to act in
commemoration of this saint than to act with great mercy toward one another.
For those who are interested in taking part in this initiative with others from around the archdiocese,
we invite you, your family, or whatever group you can put together to learn more about the Corporal
Works of Mercy and the Spiritual Works of Mercy. Then, as you begin to prepare for your
“Mercy Friday” on March 19th and decide which works you will be able to do, all are encouraged to
share those plans with us by filling out the form at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/mercyfriday so
we can put together a full collection of all the moving acts of mercy being performed throughout the
whole archdiocese on that day.
Thank you in advance for celebrating with us this important feast day of our patron and for sharing the
love and mercy of Christ with all those you can.
Learn More About the
Corporal Works of Mercy
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-ofmercy/the-corporal-works-of-mercy

Learn More About the
Spiritual Works of Mercy
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/
how-we-teach/new-evangelization/jubilee-ofmercy/the-spiritual-works-of-mercy

