PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
(Our Lady of Peace Church)
Will resume in Spring 2021

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.

Baptism of the Lord ~ January 10, 2021
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PARISH SUPPORT

(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

Saturday, January 9 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Norman Daigle ~ 4th Anniversary
(Wife & Family)
Sunday, January 10 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Irene Bunte
(Robert & Susan Falkevitz)
Sunday, January 10 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Frank Wroniak ~ 7th Anniversary
(Mom & Grandfather)
Monday, January 11~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Rev. Salvatore Joseph Rosa

Tuesday, January 12 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Daniel Cabral, Sr.
(Sister, Maria Leonardo)
Wednesday, January 13 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Joseph Leonardo
(Mom & Daughters)
Thursday, January 14 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Debbie Tardiff Fallacaro
(Family)
Saturday, January 16 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Eileen Mahoney (Husband Patrick)
Sunday, January 17 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Rev. William Francis O’Keefe
Sunday, January 17 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Rev. Francis Xavier Callahan

What We Collected (January 3):

$ 9,422*

Holy Day ~ Mary, Mother of God:

$ 1,219

What We Collected (December 27)

$ 7,100**

Christmas Collection:

$ 8,178***

*Includes $1,912 received from the in-church
collection, $1,344 received through our Online Giving
program and $6,166 from mail-in offerings.
**Includes 2,221 received from the in-church
collection, $1,964 received through our Online Giving
program and $2,915 from mail-in offerings.
***Includes $5,283 from the in-church collection and
$2,895 from mail-in offerings.

Thank you for your support of our parish!

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS
No collection will be taken up during Mass. Please
kindly deposit your envelope in one of the baskets
placed at each aisle as you come in to the church.

TAX STATEMENTS
We are happy to provide tax statements to our
parishioners who request one. If you are an envelope
user and wish to receive a tax statement, please
contact the parish office by phone: 860-568-5240 or
by e-mail: StEdmund3@gmail.com.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
For Victims of Human Trafficking
(In Recognition of National Human Trafficking
Awareness Day ~ January 11)

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
DO YOU NEED PRAYER?

burns this week

We stand firmly on God’s promises that when we call
Him, He will answer (Isaiah 65:24). Our prayer team is
available to intercede on your behalf and take your
requests before God.

In Loving Memory of
Ann Polio
(The Wolk Family)

Contact Sally Ann Tanasi with your prayer requests.
860-569-4072  6854angeleyes@gmail.com

Please contact the parish office to schedule a
sanctuary lamp dedication. The suggested offering
for a dedication is $15.
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IN GRATITUDE
As we come to the end of the Christmas season,
I want to thank all of those who helped to make it a
beautiful celebration of the birth of our Lord. I am
grateful to those who participated in our Hearts & Hands
program. Special thanks to those who decorated our
churches so beautifully, those who cared for the
poinsettia plants throughout the Christmas season, those
in our Music Ministry who gladdened our hearts with
joyful sound, our lectors and those who helped by
welcoming parishioners to our Christmas Masses. Truly
the child Jesus was given honor and praise by our parish
family of Saint Edmund Campion Parish. May God bless
you and your loved ones in this new year. – Father John

IMPORTANT MESSAGE
At the suggestion of someone in the medical profession,
I have been advised that it would be wise to separate the
distribution of Holy Communion in the hand from the
distribution of Holy Communion on the tongue.
Therefore, before the distribution of the consecrated
hosts, I will announce “Those who plan to receive Holy
Communion in the hand may come forward now.” After
they have received, then I will announce “Those who
plan to receive Holy Communion on the tongue may
come forward now.”
Anyone who comes forward to receive on the tongue
before distribution to those receiving in the hand has
been completed, will be asked to step aside until the time
is announced for reception on the tongue.
As the pandemic continues into this new year, stricter
measures need to be introduced to prevent contamination
by the coronavirus.
Now, thankfully and by the grace of God, so far, I have
been spared contracting the coronavirus. But a word has
to be said in the event that I do, or if I come in contact
with someone who has been infected. After all, at the
age of 67, I am in the vulnerable category.
This has happened to other priests in the archdiocese,
even to Archbishop Blair and Bishop Bettencourt. Like
them, I would have to be in quarantine for at least ten
days. This means that all Masses would have to be
cancelled during that time. Archbishop Blair even had to
cancel the Mass he was scheduled to celebrate on
Christmas.
Let’s hope this isn’t necessary in our parish, but you
need to know what to expect if it becomes necessary.
Stay safe, stay healthy. – Father John
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ADULT BIBLE ADVENTURE
We will meet again, with proper social
distancing and face masks, this Wednesday,
January 13 at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel at the Saint
Christopher campus. (The chapel is located inside
the school building – a.k.a. the Parish Center,
580 Brewer St.). We will continue our journey
through the Book of Genesis and begin chapter 5
next class! Our time together begins with music
to center ourselves and then we have opening
prayer. We then read sections of our chosen
scripture and discuss it. Sometimes our
discussions are supplemented with audio or video
commentary. We end with a closing prayer and
return home with joyful hearts because we
encountered God’s truths in the scripture. Please
join us! All adults are welcome! Our group
typically meets every other Wednesday from 6:30
- 8:30 p.m. Come when you can and bring your
Bible! Questions? Contact Deacon Phil at 860568-5001 or at imgoose@comcast.net or Steve
Cadwallader at 860-568-5477.

TOGETHER WE RISE!
Saint Edmund Campion Parish Men’s Retreat
Saturday, January 16, 2021
Online Virtual Retreat
Conducted by Holy Family Retreat Center
During these months of isolation and separation,
we have felt a longing to gather together as a
community. Many of us are struggling with
loneliness and mourning a sense of normalcy in
our lives. It is time to regroup, come together, and
process this experience so we can look forward to
rebuilding our Christian community. Please join
us on our journey of reconnection – Together We
Rise – as a community of Christ’s followers and
as interdependent human beings. If you want to
attend, register online at holyfamilyretreat.org./
themed-retreats Can’t make the January 16, 2021
retreat? There are many other dates available, so
pick one that works for you!

LIVING GOD’S WORD
At baptism, the Spirit came upon you in the
presence of the Christian community, claiming
you in Jesus’ name, and God said, “You are my
beloved son/daughter.” Spend some time praying
over these words. What do you say to God in
return? How does it affect what you do in life?
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HOMILY FOR DECEMBER 31, 2020
by Father John Gwozdz
Some of you might remember back in 1992 when
Queen Elizabeth gave a speech at the end of the year.
She said that she would not look back on that year
with “undiluted pleasure.” In fact, she called that
year an “annus horribilus,” Latin for a “horrible
year.”
She was referring, mainly, to the many marriage
problems of her children, but also to the fire that
broke out at her beloved Windsor Castle, a disaster
which capped off a terrible year for her.
Well, I think it’s safe to say that none of us will look
back on the year of 2020 “with undiluted pleasure.”
For most of us it was an “annus horribilus,” a
horrible year.
I’m referring, of course, to the coronavirus pandemic
which has dominated our lives for the last ten months
with lockdowns, cancellations, social distancing,
masks, and so on.
For months we’ve been thinking “I can’t wait until
this year is over!” as if 2021 will be any better.
Hopefully it will be. Time will tell. At least we have
a vaccine now.
Today we stand at the threshold of an old year that is
best forgotten and a new year that is full of hope, an
old year of darkness and a new year with the promise
of light.
The gospel reminds us that Jesus was born to us as a
light, a light that shines in the darkness, a light that
scatters the darkness, a light that will not be
overcome by darkness. It was the light of Jesus that
guided us through the darkness of the past year. It is
the light of Jesus that stands ready to guide us
through the year ahead, no matter how it turns out,
no matter what challenges lie before us, and there
will be challenges as there always are.
On the day we were baptized, we were given a
lighted candle and told to “Receive the Light of
Christ.” Jesus was given to us as a light to guide our
lives as we try to make our way through life, as we
try to take his way through life. Hopefully, that light
is still burning within us. Hopefully it hasn’t been
dimmed or shaded.
(continued in the next column)
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(continued from the previous column)
We’ll need all the light we can get in the new year,
and all the light we need, the only light we have or
need is Jesus. In the words of one of my favorite
hymns: “I want to walk as a child of the Light, I want
to follow Jesus.”
May the year ahead not be for us an “annus
horribilus” but an “annus magnificus,” a wonderful
year.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets again this Monday,
January 11 from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. in the Saint
Christopher church hall. We invite you to join our
parish ministry of prayer, service and love as we
create shawls, lap blankets and baby blankets to
console those who are grieving, comfort those who
are ill, help celebrate a joyous occasion, and
welcome those who are baptized. Bring a friend.
We have yarn and needles for those who wish to
learn. For more info or to receive a shawl or blanket,
please contact Santa Vallone 860-569-1772.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
It is our pleasure to tell you that we will be holding
our annual Memorial Mass on Monday, January
18 at 10:00 am at Saint Christopher Church. There
will be no breakfast, music, programs or greeters.
We will light the candles of the memorial cross and
carry on the spirit of remembering members of the
combined clubs who have gone home to be with the
Lord. Please wear a mask and practice social
distancing. We can’t wait to see you!
If you had paid your dues for 2020, with the
exception of some kind members who have donated
their 2020 dues to the club Treasury, we will carry
your 2020 dues over to 2021. If you did not have the
opportunity to pay 2020 dues, our great Membership
Committee will be on hand prior to the Mass (9:309:55 am) to collect 2021 duess. We really appreciate
your renewing on a timely basis
We are not sure what will be happening with
meetings the rest of this year. COVID-19,
vaccination schedules, and Archdiocesan regulations
will determine our course of action. As soon as we
know the direction we are taking, we will let you
know.
– Frank & Joan Perrone - 860-568-6229
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HEARTS & HANDS THANK YOU!
Thank you so much for your generous support of our
Hearts and Hands program! Saint Edmund Campion
Parish’s spirit of love and care was certainly alive
and well! All the collected items have been delivered
to our recipients: Birthright, Synergy and Medical
Mission Sisters. A special thanks for Mary Lawson
for assisting with the delivery of items to Synergy.
May God bless you all abundantly.
– Deacon Phil Gosselin and Frank & Joan Perrone

 IN MEMORIUM 
Please pray for the following parishioners who
passed on to eternal life during the month of
December.
Aime Belval  Marianna Beaumont
Patricia McKinney  Leon Rocheleau
“If Christ is my life, then death is my gain.”
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DISPENSATION EXTENDED
Archbishop Blair has announced that due to the
expected surge in COVID-19 cases this winter, the
dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation is hereby
extended for the Faithful of the Archdiocese of
Hartford through Tuesday, February 16, 2021, which
is the eve of Ash Wednesday.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://
usccb.org/bible/readings/. Another
easy way to access the daily readings
is to download the free Laudate App
from the Apple App store or Google
Play.
Monday - January 11:

– Philippians 1:21

Hebrews 1:1-6; Psalm 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9;
Mark 1:14-20

ROOTED IN FAITH
OPENING WIDE OUR HEARTS

Tuesday - January 12:

“Trafficking in persons and other contemporary
forms of enslavement are a worldwide program that
needs to be taken seriously by humanity as a
whole.” (Pope Francis, Message for the 2015 World
Day of Peace) On Wednesday, January 13 at 7:00
PM, The Office for Catholic Social Justice Ministry
of the Archdiocese of Hartford will continue its
conference series with the webinar: “Race and
Human Trafficking.” Yvette Young, Associate Vice
President of Programs and Advocacy at the Village
for Families & Children will be the speaker. She will
discuss how race plays a role in child exploitation,
and how we must be racially inclusive in our
response. The Webinar is free; advanced
registration is required and available at:
www.catholicsocialjustice.org/open-wide-ourhearts.html.
St. Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ January 15, 2021
1:30 – 6:30 p.m.
To make an appointment, call
1-800-Red Cross or visit
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive

Hebrews 2:5-12; Psalm 8:2ab, 5, 6-9;
Mark 1:21-28
Wednesday - January 13:
Hebrews 2:14-18; Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9;
Mark 1:29-39
Thursday - January 14:
Hebrews 3:7-14; Psalm 95:6-11;
Mark 1:40-45
Friday - January 15:
Hebrews 4:1-5, 11; Psalm 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8;
Mark 2:1-12
Saturday - January 16:
Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalm 19:8-10, 15;
Mark 2:13-17
Sunday - January 17:
1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19;
Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-10;
1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20;
John 1:35-42

