PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
(Our Lady of Peace Church)
Will resume in Spring 2021

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (December 20): $ 10,852*
*Includes

(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

$2,716 from the in-church collection,
$1,594 received through our Online Giving
program and $6,542 from mail-in offerings.

Saturday, January 2 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
The Deceased & Living Members
of the Beaulieu Family

Due to the early submission deadline for this
weekend’s bulletin, last weekend’s collection and
our Christmas collection will be reported in next
weekend’s bulletin.

Sunday, January 3 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Mrs. Jo Picone
(Family)

Thank you for your support of our parish!

Sunday, January 3 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Stan Traynor
(Wife Ann & Family)

Per the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese,
collections will not be taken up during Mass in
the usual way. Rather, you are asked to deposit
your envelopes in the baskets placed at each
aisle as you come in to the church.

Monday, January 4~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Nancy O’Connor
(Members of the
St. Edmund Campion Adult Social Club)

Tuesday, January 5 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Deacon Thomas P. Scanlon
Wednesday, January 6 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Diane Olinatz
(Family)
Thursday, January 7 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Dinis Leonardo
(Wife & Family)
Saturday, January 9 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Norman Daigle ~ 4th Anniversary
(Wife & Family)
Sunday, January 10 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Irene Bunte
(Robert & Susan Falkevitz)
Sunday, January 10 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Frank Wroniak ~ 7th Anniversary
(Mom & Grandfather)

DO YOU NEED PRAYER?
Contact Sally Ann Tanasi with your prayer requests.
860-569-4072  6854angeleyes@gmail.com

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS

TAX STATEMENTS
We are happy to provide tax statements to our
parishioners who request one. If you regularly use
your envelopes to make your offerings to our
parish and wish to receive a tax statement, please
contact the parish office by phone: 860-568-5240
or by e-mail: StEdmund3@gmail.com.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
For a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful
New Year for Members of Our Parish Family

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week
For Victims of Human Trafficking
(In Recognition of National Slavery and Human
Trafficking Prevention Month)
Please contact the parish office to schedule a
sanctuary lamp dedication. The suggested
offering for a dedication is $15.
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RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
“We are conscious of the great generosity of the many
benefactors who support the Retirement Fund for
Religious each year,” says a Catholic sister. “Support
from the fund has been a tremendous blessing to our
retired sisters.” Thank you for donating to the collection
taken up Dec. 19/20. You donated a total of $1,055.

ROOTED IN FAITH
OPENING WIDE OUR HEARTS
“Trafficking in persons and other contemporary forms
of enslavement are a worldwide program that needs to
be taken seriously by humanity as a whole.” (Pope
Francis, Message for the 2015 World Day of Peace)
On Wednesday, January 13, at 7:00 PM, The Office for
Catholic Social Justice Ministry of the Archdiocese of
Hartford will continue its conference series with the
webinar: “Race and Human Trafficking.” Yvette
Young, Associate Vice President of Programs and
Advocacy at the Village for Families & Children will be
the speaker. She will discuss how race plays a role in
child exploitation, and how we must be racially
inclusive in our response. The Webinar is free;
advanced registration is required and available at:
www.catholicsocialjustice.org/open-wide-ourhearts.html.

TOGETHER WE RISE!
Saint Edmund Campion Parish Men’s Retreat
Saturday, January 16, 2021
Online Virtual Retreat
Conducted by Holy Family Retreat Center
During these months of isolation and separation,
we have felt a longing to gather together as a
community. Many of us are struggling with loneliness
and mourning a sense of normalcy in our lives. It is time
to regroup, come together, and process this experience
so we can look forward to rebuilding our Christian
community. Please join us on our journey of
reconnection – Together We Rise – as a community of
Christ’s followers and as interdependent human beings.
If you want to attend, register online at
holyfamilyretreat.org/themed-retreats Can’t make the
January 16, 2021 retreat? There are many other dates
available, so pick one that works for you!
St. Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ January 15, 2021 ~ 1:30 – 6:30 p.m.
To make an appointment, call 1-800-Red Cross
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WOMEN’S CONFERENCE:
Next Workshop: January 6
Topic: Journey With Jesus in 2021
The experience of this year’s Women’s
Conference is taking place in an extended virtual
format that began in November 2020 and will run
through to May 2021. A chance to “attend” a
workshop and prayer experience will be available
monthly. These virtual events will take place on
the first Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m.
Attendees will register in advance for the virtual
event and are welcome to come as they are – yoga
pants or sweatshirt or stilettos, glass of wine or
cup of tea – to partake in spiritual nourishment
and time in community as a taste of the
experience of the Women’s Conference (a
workshop and prayer experience) in this socially
distant time.... and of course, it will be free of
charge! Visit https://catholicedaohct.org/
programs/archdiocesan-women-s-conference to
register for these monthly events!

COMMUNION REMINDER
Please remember that due to the highly
contagious coronavirus, the norm for receiving
Communion is in the hand instead of on the
tongue. Archbishop Blair has been very
concerned about the health of the faithful and
the health of his priests, most of whom are in
the most vulnerable category. If, however,
there are those who insist on receiving on the
tongue despite the possible health
consequences, they must be at the very end of
the line and receive after everyone else has
done so.

THANK YOU!
We extend our appreciation to the Newkirk &
Whitney and Benjamin J. Callahan Funeral
Homes for providing us with a supply of 2021
calendars and for donating some of the poinsettia
plants that are decorating both our churches.
We also extend our appreciation to the D’Esopo
Funeral Chapel. They donated the Christmas
tree that is in the sanctuary of Saint Christopher
Church and the wreaths that are hanging at both
our churches. We are most grateful to both of
these businesses for their kindness and
generosity!
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YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH

DISPENSATION EXTENDED

On December 8, Pope Francis proclaimed that the
next 12 months will be a Year of Saint Joseph.
The pope made the announcement on the 150th
anniversary of Pope Pius IX’s proclamation of Saint
Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church.
In addition to an Apostolic Letter from the Holy
Father entitled Patris Corde, an official decree was
promulgated by the Apostolic Penitentiary
establishing the Year of Saint Joseph so that every
member of the faithful, following Saint Joseph’s
example, may strengthen their life of faith daily in
the complete fulfillment of God’s will.

Archbishop Blair has announced that due to the
expected surge in COVID-19 cases this winter, the
dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation is hereby
extended for the Faithful of the Archdiocese of
Hartford through Tuesday, February 16, 2021, which
is the eve of Ash Wednesday.

THE OFFICIAL PRAYER
of the Year of St. Joseph
The official prayer of the Year of St. Joseph was
composed by Pope Leo XIII in his 1889 encyclical,
Quamquam Pluries. The Holy Father asked that it be
added to the end of the Rosary especially during
October, the month of the Holy Rosary. This prayer is
enriched with a partial indulgence (Source: USCCB).

To you, O blessed Joseph (Ad te, beate Ioseph)
To you, O blessed Joseph, do we come in our
afflictions, and having implored the help of your
most holy Spouse, we confidently invoke your
patronage also.
Through that charity which bound you to the
Immaculate Virgin Mother of God and through the
paternal love with which you embraced the Child
Jesus, we humbly beg you graciously to regard the
inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his
Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us
in our necessities.
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family,
defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; O most
loving father, ward off from us every contagion of
error and corrupting influence; O our most mighty
protector, be kind to us and from heaven assist us in
our struggle with the power of darkness.
As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly
peril, so now protect God’s Holy Church from the
snares of the enemy and from all adversity; shield,
too, each one of us by your constant protection, so
that, supported by your example and your aid, we
may be able to live piously, to die in holiness, and
to obtain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://
usccb.org/bible/readings/. Another
easy way to access the daily
readings is to download the free
Laudate App from the Apple App
store or Google Play.
Monday - January 4:
1 John 3:22 — 4:6; Psalm 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday - January 5:
1 John 4:7-10; Psalm 72:1-4, 7-8;
Mark 6:34-44
Wednesday - January 6:
1 John 4:11-18; Psalm 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;
Mark 6:45-52
Thursday - January 7:
1 John 4:19 — 5:4; Psalm 72: 1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;
Luke 4:14-22a
Friday - January 8:
1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20;
Luke 5:12-16
Saturday - January 9:
1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149:1-6a, 9b;
John 3:22-30
Sunday - January 10:
Isaiah 55:1-11;
Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd-6;
1 John 5:1-9;
Mark 1:7-11

