PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
(Our Lady of Peace Church)
Will resume in Spring 2021

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.

Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ December 20, 2020
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PARISH SUPPORT
Due to the early transmission deadline imposed by
our bulletin publisher for this weekend’s bulletin,
last weekend’s collection will be reported in next
weekend’s bulletin.
(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

Saturday, December 19 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Ken Harrison, Jr. (Family)
Sunday, December 20 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Geoffrey Callahan
In Remembrance of His Birthday
(Family)
Sunday, December 20 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Santo & Paolo Formica
(Sara & Mimmo Regina)
Monday, December 21~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Reginald Violette (Wife & Family)

Tuesday, December 22 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family)
Wednesday, December 23 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Fred Schifer ~ In Remembrance of His
Birthday and Merry Christmas in Heaven
(Wife & Family)
 Bertha & Sanford Kelley ~
Merry Christmas in Heaven (The Schifer Family)
Thursday, December 24 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Joseph Leonardo (Mom & Daughters)
Thursday, December 24 ~ 1:00 pm (SC)
 For the People of the Parish
Thursday, December 24 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Eleanor Curran ~ 7th Anniversary
(Laraine Olinatz)
Thursday, December 24 ~ 10:00 pm (SC)
 Adrienne Brumbaum, Velma Castonguay,
Agathe Chabre (Elmer & Omerine Gendreau)
(Continued in the next column)

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS
Per the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese,
collections will not be taken up during Mass in the
usual way. Rather, you are asked to deposit your
envelopes in the baskets placed at each aisle as you
come in to the church.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
In Loving Memory of John Newman
In Remembrance of His Birthday
(Family)

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week for
In Loving Memory of
Felicia Chesery ~ 23rd Anniversary
(Daughter Madeline & Sam Cassarino)
Please contact the parish office to schedule a
sanctuary lamp dedication. Suggested offering: $15.

MASS INTENTIONS (continued)
Friday, December 25 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
The Bartuski & Deyette Families
(The Deyettes)
Friday, December 25 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
For the People of the Parish
Saturday, December 26 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Maurice “Moe” Harden (Mary & Family)
Sunday, December 27 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Rev. David J. Lewandowski
Sunday, December 27 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Rev. Joseph R. DeCarolis

Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ December 20, 2020

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
Collection This Weekend ~ December 19/20
In good times and bad, the senior religious have
devoted themselves to God’s work. Nearly 30,000
elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests
have educated the young, tended the sick, and
ministered to the needy. Today, they pray for a
hurting world. Many US religious communities do
not have enough retirement savings and struggle to
provide for aging members. Covid-19 has only
increased these challenges. Your gift to the
Retirement Fund for Religious helps furnish
medications, nursing care, and more. Please consider
supporting this Fund by placing your donation in the
specially-marked basket.

COMMUNION REMINDER
Please remember that due to the highly contagious
coronavirus, the norm for receiving Communion is
in the hand instead of on the tongue. Archbishop
Blair has been very concerned about the health of
the faithful and the health of his priests, most of
whom are in the most vulnerable category.
If, however, there are those who insist on receiving
on the tongue despite the possible health
consequences, they must be at the very end of the
line and receive after everyone else has done so.

YES, LORD!
God chose to announce the
promised Savior to a young
woman in a backwater village
called Nazareth. … The words
of the angel are rich in power
and promise: “you have found
favor with God . . . [your child]
will be called Son of the Most
High . . . The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you” (Luke 1:30,
32, 35). Pure of heart and trusting completely, Mary
answered God with a wholehearted “yes.” Through
her cooperation, God broke into our world, breathing
the same air we breathe, experiencing our sorrows
and joys. God became flesh in the Son, Jesus Christ,
born of Mary. The world would never be the same.
The time is here to let him into our hearts and change
us completely.
Copyright © 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are seeking volunteers to help us at our
Christmas Masses by checking in those who have
made reservations to attend Mass. You will be asked
to arrive to the church one hour prior to the start of
Mass. You will be provided with a list of names of
those who have reservations and you will check them
in as they arrive to the church. If you are interested
in helping us with this task, please contact the parish
office by email at StEdmund3@gmail.com or by
phone at 860-568-5240. Thank you!

MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS
Greetings from the Chancel
Choir! We miss singing for you
each Sunday and are so pleased
to announce that we are allowed
to present, from the choir loft,
our traditional Christmas Prelude
Concert as well as a Communion meditation during
the 10:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass. Please join us at
9:40 PM on December 24 for our Prelude
Concert.
We are also pleased to announce that we will
welcome a guest musician at our 10:30 AM Mass on
Christmas morning. Michael Hwang, a member of
the Mountain Road String Quartet and a Saint
Edmund Campion parishioner, is going to
accompany our music director Roberta DeFiore.
They will play a couple of selections before Mass
starts and will play together during the Mass as well.
We must continue to ask of all of you, especially
throughout this Christmas season, to join in on the
beloved hymns and carols only in your hearts until
Covid-19 concerns allow us all to raise our voices
together once again. It is difficult, but we make the
sacrifice to God and in love to keep each other safe.
Please continue to pray for those suffering from
Covid and for the doctors and scientists working to
find a solution.
Saint Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ January 15, 2021
1:30 – 6:30 p.m.
To make an appointment, please call
1-800-Red Cross or visit www.redcrossblood.org

Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ December 20, 2020
My Dear Friends,
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As we celebrate the
birth of our savior,
we are reminded of
the great mystery
that Christmas is,
that in Jesus, God
has made his home among us! Let us make room for
him in our lives, in our homes, in our hearts.
On behalf of Deacon Bill, Deacon Phil and our
wonderful parish staff, I would like to wish you and
your loved ones a blessed and peaceful Christmas.
Yours in Christ,
Father John

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Week of December 21
The parish office will be operating on a reduced
schedule this coming week. The office hours will
be as follows:
Monday, December 21: 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Tuesday, December 22: 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Wednesday, December 23: Closed
Thursday, December 24: Closed
Friday, December 25: Closed

TOGETHER WE RISE!
Saint Edmund Campion Parish Men’s Retreat
Saturday, January 16, 2021
Online Virtual Retreat
Conducted by Holy Family Retreat Center
During these months of isolation and separation,
we have felt a longing to gather together as a
community. Many of us are struggling with
loneliness and mourning a sense of normalcy in our
lives. It is time to regroup, come together, and
process this experience so we can look forward to
rebuilding our Christian community. Please join us
on our journey of reconnection – Together We Rise –
as a community of Christ’s followers and as
interdependent human beings. If you want to attend,
register online at holyfamilyretreat.org/themedretreats Can’t make the January 16, 2021 retreat?
There are many other dates available, so pick one
that works for you!
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DISPENSATION EXTENDED
Archbishop Blair has announced that due to the
expected surge in COVID-19 cases this winter, the
dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation is hereby
extended for the Faithful of the Archdiocese of
Hartford through Tuesday, February 16, 2021, which
is the eve of Ash Wednesday.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://
usccb.org/bible/readings/. Another
easy way to access the daily
readings is to download the free
Laudate App from the Apple App
store or Google Play.
Monday - December 21:
Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a;
Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke 1:39-45
Tuesday - December 22:
1 Samuel 1:24-28;
1 Samuel 2:1, 4-8abcd; Luke 1:46-56
Wednesday - December 23:
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-34;
Psalm 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14; Luke 1:57-66
Thursday - December 24:
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;
Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29; Luke 1:67-79
Friday - December 25 ~ Christmas:
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1-6;
Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18
Saturday - December 26:
Acts of the Apostles 6:8-10; 7:54-59;
Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc, 17;
Matthew 10:17-22
Sunday - December 27:
Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3;
Psalm 105:1-6, 8-9;
Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19;
Luke 2:22-40

Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ December 20, 2020

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR RESERVATION
TO ATTEND CHRISTMAS MASS?
As you know, due to the coronavirus pandemic,
churches are limited to up to 100 worshippers at each
Mass. To prevent us from going over that limit we
are requiring reservations to attend Christmas Mass
(as other churches are doing). To register yourself
and those who will sit with you (those who live in
the same house as you do) please follow these
instructions:
Go to our parish website:
stedmundcampionparish.org
You will see a box that says:
Click on Manger to Make Your Reservation
for Christmas!
Click on that box to connect to SignUpGenius.
You will see individual segments listing the date,
time and location of each Mass. When you locate the
Mass time you want, then click the Sign Up button
next to the Mass for which you wish to register. (If a
Mass is full then you have the option of selecting
another Mass that is not yet full.)
Then look for the Submit & Sign Up button.
In the Qty box indicate how many people you are
signing up as well as your First Name and Last
Name. Email and phone number are optional.
Then click Sign Up Now!
Sign-ups are on a “first come, first served” basis.
There are five Masses to choose from. Saint
Christopher’s hall will be open to accommodate the
limit of 100 people. Please note that Our Lady of
Peace can only hold 65 people under social
distancing requirements.
The church will open one hour before the start of
Christmas Mass. Someone will check you in as you
enter the church by matching your name to the
registration list. If you are not registered and the
Mass quantity of 100 (or 65 at OLOP) has been
reached, then, unfortunately, you will not be allowed
in. We are sorry if this happens, but that’s what we
need to expect during this pandemic.
If you need assistance making your reservation,
please call the parish office at 860-568-5240.
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CHRISTMAS MASS
AND
CONFESSION SCHEDULE
The 4:00 pm Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve is
usually our highest attended Mass. Because the
coronavirus pandemic has placed limitations on
public gatherings, and to take off some of the
pressure on the four o’clock Mass, Archbishop
Blair has given permission for parishes to
celebrate the first Christmas Eve Mass at one
o’clock in the afternoon. Therefore, our Christmas
Mass schedule will be as follows:
Christmas Eve – December 24
1:00 pm - Saint Christopher Church*
4:00 pm - Saint Christopher Church
10:00 pm - Saint Christopher Church
(Our Chancel Choir will present a
prelude program beginning at 9:40 pm)

Christmas Day – December 25
8:30 am - Our Lady of Peace Church
10:30 am - Saint Christopher Church
*This Mass will be celebrated by Father Adam Subocz,
a friend and classmate of Father John’s. Father John
will preach at all Christmas Masses.

Confessions Before Christmas
(Saint Christopher Church)

Tuesday, December 15:
Saturday, December 19:
Tuesday, December 22:
Thursday, December 24:

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
3:00 pm - 3:45 pm
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
9:00 am - 11:00 am

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Live Streaming from the Cathedral
Christmas 2020 is going to look a little different, but
that doesn’t mean we have to forego our most valued
holiday tradition of participating in Mass. If you are
unable to attend Mass in person this year, the
Archdiocese of Hartford will be live streaming
Christmas Mass from the Cathedral of St. Joseph at
4:00 PM on Christmas Eve and at 10:00 AM on
Christmas Day. Archbishop Leonard Blair will be
the celebrant. To access the live stream, please go to:

www.christmasmasses.com

