PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
(Our Lady of Peace Church)
Will resume in Spring 2021

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (December 6):

(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

Saturday, December 12 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Jose Figueiredo (Wife Maria)
 Manuel & Maria Machado (Daughter Maria)
Sunday, December 13 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
God’s Blessing & Healing Presence for
David Marran
(The Genga Family)
Sunday, December 13 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Lucille Santos
(Lucila Oliveras & Family)
Monday, December 14~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Jose Maria & Evangelina Sousa
(Family)

Tuesday, December 15 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Regina Aszklar & Frank Wroniak
(Family)
Wednesday, December 16 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Antonio Leonardo
(Wife & Family)
Thursday, December 17 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Daniel Cabral, Sr.
(Sister, Maria Leonardo)
Saturday, December 19 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Ken Harrison, Jr.
(Family)
Sunday, December 20 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Geoffrey Callahan
In Remembrance of His Birthday
(Family)
Sunday, December 20 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Santo & Paolo Formica
(Sara & Mimmo Regina)

$ 5,493*

*Includes $1,972 from the in-church collection,
$1,039 received through our Online Giving program
and $2,482 from mail-in offerings.
Thank you for your support of our parish!

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS
Per the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese,
collections will not be taken up during Mass in the
usual way. Rather, you are asked to deposit your
envelopes in the baskets placed at each aisle as you
come in to the church.

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
In good times and bad, the senior religious have
devoted themselves to God’s work. Nearly 30,000
elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests
have educated the young, tended the sick, and
ministered to the needy. Today, they pray for a
hurting world. Many US religious communities do
not have enough retirement savings and struggle to
provide for aging members. Covid-19 has only
increased these challenges. Your gift to the
Retirement Fund for Religious helps furnish
medications, nursing care, and more. Please consider
supporting this Fund next weekend by placing your
donation in the specially-marked basket.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
For the People of the Parish
May We Feel the Joy This Coming Week as
We Prepare to Celebrate the Birth of Our Savior

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week for
In Memory of
Susan Gieras
(Sam & Madeline Cassarino)
Please contact the parish office to schedule a
sanctuary lamp dedication. Suggested offering: $15.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

COMMUNION REMINDER

We are seeking volunteers to help us at our
Christmas Masses by checking in those who have
made reservations to attend Mass. You will be asked
to arrive to the church one hour prior to the start of
Mass. You will be provided with a list of names of
those who have reservations and you will check them
in as they arrive to the church. If you are interested
in helping us with this task, please contact the parish
office by email at StEdmund3@gmail.com or by
phone at 860-568-5240. Thank you!

Please remember that due to the highly contagious
coronavirus, the norm for receiving Communion is
in the hand instead of on the tongue. Archbishop
Blair has been very concerned about the health of
the faithful and the health of his priests, most of
whom are in the most vulnerable category.
If, however, there are those who insist on receiving
on the tongue despite the possible health
consequences, they must be at the very end of the
line and receive after everyone else has done so.

ADULT BIBLE ADVENTURE
We will meet again, with proper social distancing
and face masks, this Wednesday, December 16, at
6:30 p.m. in the chapel at the Saint Christopher
campus. (The chapel is located inside the school
building – a.k.a. the Parish Center, 580 Brewer St.).
We will continue our journey through the Book of
Genesis! We unpacked the first and second Creation
stories in previous classes. We’ve learned that the
first Creation story is from the Priestly source and
the second Creation story is from the Yahwist
source. We will begin our next class with chapter 3.
Our time together begins with music to center
ourselves and then we have opening prayer. We then
read sections of our chosen scripture and discuss it.
Sometimes our discussions are supplemented with
audio or video commentary. We end with a closing
prayer and return home with joyful hearts because
we encountered God’s truths in the scripture. Please
join us! All adults are welcome! Our group typically
meets every other Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Come when you can and bring your Bible!
Questions? Contact Deacon Phil at 860-568-5001 or
at imgoose@comcast.net or Steve Cadwallader at
860-568-5477.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry meets again this Monday,
December 14 from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. in the Saint
Christopher church hall. We invite you to join our
parish ministry of prayer, service and love as we
create shawls, lap blankets and baby blankets to
console those who are grieving, comfort those who
are ill, help celebrate a joyous occasion, and
welcome those who are baptized. We have yarn and
needles for those who wish to learn. For more info or
to receive a shawl or blanket, please contact Santa
Vallone 860-569-1772.

FOOD BANK NEWS
Our Food Bank has been blessed with several
monetary donations to help us prepare for the
distribution of Christmas food baskets. Although all
donations, rather big or small, are worthy of
recognition, we’d like to specifically thank the
Knights of Columbus Rev. John A. Fleming Council
#2533 for their $500 donation and the Rotary Club of
East Hartford for their $550 donation. All donations
– food or monetary – help our Food Bank to fulfill its
mission that no one in our community goes hungry.
If you are interested in joining our team of volunteers
or would like to make a perishable food donation
(i.e. turkey, chicken, ham, etc.) for the Christmas
baskets, please contact me at 860-202-8462 or at
dwarner376@gmail.com.
– Diane Warner, Food Bank Coordinator

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS
An envelope for making a donation towards the
flowers that will decorate our churches this
Christmas season can be found in your envelope set.
If you do not receive envelopes, simply place your
donation in a plain envelope marked “Christmas
Flowers” and include a note with the name(s) of the
loved one(s) in whose memory your donation is
being made. The names of these loved ones
will be included in our Christmas bulletin.
Envelopes must be received by December 20.

HEARTS & HANDS PROGRAM
We thank those of you who have generously
responded to this year’s Hearts & Hands program.
This is the last weekend to make your donations
to ensure that they reach the recipients in time for
Christmas. Thank you again for your support!
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MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS

DISPENSATION EXTENDED

Greetings from the Chancel Choir! We miss singing
for you each Sunday and are so pleased to announce
that we are allowed to present, from the choir loft,
our traditional Christmas Prelude Concert as well as
a Communion meditation during the 10:00 PM
Christmas Eve Mass. Please join us at 9:40 PM on
December 24 for our Prelude Concert.

Archbishop Blair has announced that due to the
expected surge in COVID-19 cases this winter, the
dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation is hereby
extended for the Faithful of the Archdiocese of
Hartford through Tuesday, February 16, 2021, which
is the eve of Ash Wednesday.

We are also pleased to announce that we will
welcome a guest musician at our 10:30 AM Mass on
Christmas morning. Michael Hwang, a member of
the Mountain Road String Quartet and a Saint
Edmund Campion parishioner, is going to
accompany our music director Roberta DeFiore.
They will play a couple of selections before Mass
starts and will play together during the Mass as well.
We must continue to ask of all of you, especially
throughout this Christmas season, to join in on the
beloved hymns and carols only in your hearts until
Covid-19 concerns allow us all to raise our voices
together once again. It is difficult, but we make the
sacrifice to God and in love to keep each other safe.

TOGETHER WE RISE!
Saint Edmund Campion Parish Men’s Retreat
Saturday, January 16, 2021
Online Virtual Retreat
Conducted by Holy Family Retreat Center
During these months of isolation and separation,
we have felt a longing to gather together as a
community. Many of us are struggling with
loneliness and mourning a sense of normalcy in our
lives. It is time to regroup, come together, and
process this experience so we can look forward to
rebuilding our Christian community. Please join us
on our journey of reconnection – Together We Rise –
as a community of Christ’s followers and as
interdependent human beings. If you want to attend,
register online at holyfamilyretreat.org/themedretreats Can’t make the January 16, 2021 retreat?
There are many other dates available, so pick one
that works for you!
Saint Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ January 15, 2021
1:30 – 6:30 p.m.
To make an appointment, please call
1-800-Red Cross or visit www.redcrossblood.org

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://
usccb.org/bible/readings/. Another
easy way to access the daily
readings is to download the free
Laudate App from the Apple App
store or Google Play.
Monday - December 14:
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a;
Psalm 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9; Matthew 21:23-27
Tuesday - December15:
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13;
Psalm 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19, 23;
Matthew 21:28-32
Wednesday - December 16:
Isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25;
Psalm 85:9ab, 10-14; Luke 7:18b-23
Thursday - December 17:
Genesis 49:2, 8-10;
Psalm 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Matthew 1:1-17
Friday - December 18:
Jeremiah 23:5-8;
Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Matthew 1:18-25
Saturday - December 19:
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a;
Psalm 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Luke 1:5-25
Sunday - December 20:
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16;
Psalm 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38
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HAVE YOU MADE YOUR RESERVATION
TO ATTEND CHRISTMAS MASS?
As you know, due to the coronavirus pandemic,
churches are limited to up to 100 worshippers at each
Mass. To prevent us from going over that limit we
are requiring reservations to attend Christmas Mass
(as other churches are doing). To register yourself
and those who will sit with you (those who live in
the same house as you do) please follow these
instructions:
Go to our parish website:
stedmundcampionparish.org
You will see a box that says:
Click on Manger to Make Your Reservation
for Christmas!
Click on that box to connect to SignUpGenius.
You will see individual segments listing the date,
time and location of each Mass. When you locate the
Mass time you want, then click the Sign Up button
next to the Mass for which you wish to register. (If a
Mass is full then you have the option of selecting
another Mass that is not yet full.)
Then look for the Submit & Sign Up button.
In the Qty box indicate how many people you are
signing up as well as your First Name and Last
Name. Email and phone number are optional.
Then click Sign Up Now!
Sign-ups are on a “first come, first served” basis.
There are five Masses to choose from. Saint
Christopher’s hall will be open to accommodate the
limit of 100 people. Please note that Our Lady of
Peace can only hold 65 people under social
distancing requirements.
The church will open one hour before the start of
Christmas Mass. Someone will check you in as you
enter the church by matching your name to the
registration list. If you are not registered and the
Mass quantity of 100 (or 65 at OLOP) has been
reached, then, unfortunately, you will not be allowed
in. We are sorry if this happens, but that’s what we
need to expect during this pandemic.
If you need assistance making your reservation,
please call the parish office at 860-568-5240.
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CHRISTMAS MASS
AND
CONFESSION SCHEDULE
The 4:00 pm Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve is
usually our highest attended Mass. Because the
coronavirus pandemic has placed limitations on
public gatherings, and to take off some of the
pressure on the four o’clock Mass, Archbishop
Blair has given permission for parishes to
celebrate the first Christmas Eve Mass at one
o’clock in the afternoon. Therefore, our Christmas
Mass schedule will be as follows:
Christmas Eve – December 24
1:00 pm - Saint Christopher Church*
4:00 pm - Saint Christopher Church
10:00 pm - Saint Christopher Church
(Our Chancel Choir will present a
prelude program beginning at 9:40 pm)

Christmas Day – December 25
8:30 am - Our Lady of Peace Church
10:30 am - Saint Christopher Church
*This Mass will be celebrated by Father Adam Subocz,
a friend and classmate of Father John’s. Father John
will preach at all Christmas Masses.

Confessions Before Christmas
(Saint Christopher Church)

Tuesday, December 15:
Saturday, December 19:
Tuesday, December 22:
Thursday, December 24:

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
3:00 pm - 3:45 pm
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
9:00 am - 11:00 am

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Live Streaming from the Cathedral
Christmas 2020 is going to look a little different, but
that doesn’t mean we have to forego our most valued
holiday tradition of participating in Mass. If you are
unable to attend Mass in person this year, the
Archdiocese of Hartford will be live streaming
Christmas Mass from the Cathedral of St. Joseph at
4:00 PM on Christmas Eve and at 10:00 AM on
Christmas Day. Archbishop Leonard Blair will be
the celebrant. To access the live stream, please go to:

www.christmasmasses.com

