PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
(Our Lady of Peace Church)
Will resume in Spring 2021

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (November 29):
What We Collected (November 22):
(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

Saturday, December 5 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Bill & Kay McCarthy (Marion Sullivan)
Sunday, December 6 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Assuncao Santos
 George Rosa
(Family)
Sunday, December 6 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Santa & Sebastian Calderone (Family)
Monday, December 7~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Anne Birch
 Donna Birch
(David & Bernadette Benoit)

Tuesday, December 8 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 John & Louise Olinatz (Children)
Tuesday, December 8 ~ 12:15 pm (OLOP)
 Michael Wilson (Family)
Tuesday, December 8 ~ 5:30 pm (SC)
 Ilda Reis (Daughter Maria)
Wednesday, December 9 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Rev. Thomas W. Hickey
Thursday, December 10 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family)
Saturday, December 12 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Jose Figueiredo (Wife Maria)
 Manuel & Maria Machado (Daughter Maria)

$5,071*
$5,357**

*Includes $1,860 from the in-church collection,
$983 received through our Online Giving program
and $2,228 from mail-in offerings.
**Includes $2,374 from the in-church collection,
$1,615 received through our Online Giving program
and $1,368 from mail-in offerings.
Thank you for your support of our parish!

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS
Per the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese,
collections will not be taken up during Mass in the
usual way. Rather, you are asked to deposit your
envelopes in the baskets placed at each aisle as you
come in to the church.

2020 PARISH FUND DRIVE
Our 2020 parish fund drive is now underway. Your
contribution to this fund drive will help cover the
cost of some needed upgrades and will also help us
to restore some of the revenue lost because of
COVID-19 restrictions. If you haven’t received a
fund drive letter, please contact the parish office.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
For All People ~
That They Enjoy the Right to Life, Liberty,
Property, and the Pursuit of Happiness.
(In Recognition of Human Rights Day ~ Dec. 10)

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week for

Sunday, December 13 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
God’s Blessing & Healing Presence for
David Marran
(The Genga Family)

Praise and Thanksgiving
for All Gifts Given by God
to All Our Family and Friends
(Veronica Lufbery)

Sunday, December 13 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Lucille Santos (Lucila Oliveras & Family)

Please contact the parish office to schedule a
sanctuary lamp dedication. Suggested offering: $15.

Second Sunday of Advent ~ December 6, 2020

HOLY DAY
OF OBLIGATION

COMMUNION REMINDER

Tuesday, December 8, is the
Feast of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of
obligation. Masses on Tuesday
will be celebrated as follows:
St. Christopher Church

Our Lady of Peace Church

8:00 am & 5:30 pm

12:15 pm

CHRISTMAS MASS
AND
CONFESSION SCHEDULE
The 4:00 pm Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve is
usually our highest attended Mass. Because the
coronavirus pandemic has placed limitations on
public gatherings, and to take off some of the
pressure on the four o’clock Mass, Archbishop
Blair has given permission for parishes to
celebrate the first Christmas Eve Mass at one
o’clock in the afternoon. Therefore, our Christmas
Mass schedule will be as follows:
Christmas Eve – December 24
1:00 pm - Saint Christopher Church*
4:00 pm - Saint Christopher Church
10:00 pm - Saint Christopher Church
Christmas Day – December 25
8:30 am - Our Lady of Peace Church
10:30 am - Saint Christopher Church
*This Mass will be celebrated by Father Adam
Subocz, a friend and classmate of Father John’s.
Father John will preach at all Christmas Masses.
Confessions
(Saint Christopher Church)

Saturday, December 12:
Tuesday, December 15:
Saturday, December 19:
Tuesday, December 22:
Thursday, December 24:
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3:00 pm - 3:45 pm
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
3:00 pm - 3:45 pm
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
9:00 am - 11:00 am

Please remember that due to the highly contagious
coronavirus, the norm for receiving Communion is
in the hand instead of on the tongue. Archbishop
Blair has been very concerned about the health of
the faithful and the health of his priests, most of
whom are in the most vulnerable category.
If, however, there are those who insist on receiving
on the tongue despite the possible health
consequences, they must be at the very end of the
line and receive after everyone else has done so.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS
An envelope for making a donation towards the
flowers that will decorate our churches this
Christmas season can be found in your envelope set.
If you do not receive envelopes, simply place your
donation in a plain envelope marked “Christmas
Flowers” and include a note with the name(s) of the
loved one(s) in whose memory your donation is
being made. The names of these loved ones
will be included in our Christmas bulletin.
Envelopes must be received by December 20.

WEDNESDAY EVENING DEVOTIONS
Did you know that we have devotions every
Wednesday night in Saint Christopher Church?
If you are looking for quiet time with Our
Lord and prayers to our Blessed Mother,
especially during this season of Advent,
then join us for our Wednesday
Devotions. At 6:00 pm the Blessed
Sacrament is exposed for adoration
followed by benediction at 6:50
pm. It is then followed by Novena Prayers of
the Miraculous Medal of Our Lady. This
prayerful time concludes with recitation of
the Scriptural Rosary in which passages from
the Bible help us to meditate on the Mysteries of Our
Lord according to the liturgical season. Now that we
are in the season of Advent, we will be meditating on
the Joyful Mysteries.
SCHOLARSHIP FUND COLLECTION
We would like to thank those of you who contributed
to the scholarship fund last weekend. A total of
$1,142 was donated. Thank you all for your support!
– The M. Louise Sweetland Scholarship Committee
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FOOD BANK NEWS

DISPENSATION EXTENDED

I would like to thank those who donated either
turkeys, chickens and/or non-perishable food items
and those who made monetary donations to the Saint
Edmund Campion/South Congregational Food Bank.
Your generosity made it possible for us to fill over
100 Thanksgiving food baskets for those in need in
our community. We expect we will be filling close to
this same number of baskets for Christmas and
donations of any kind would be greatly appreciated.

Archbishop Blair has announced that due to the
expected surge in COVID-19 cases this winter, the
dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation is hereby
extended for the Faithful of the Archdiocese of
Hartford through Tuesday, February 16, 2021, which
is the eve of Ash Wednesday.

I’d also like to thank my wonderful volunteers who
are so committed to our food bank. We couldn’t do
what we do without you! If you are interested in
joining our team of volunteers, please contact me at
860-202-8462 or at dwarner376@gmail.com. Many
hands make light work!

Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://
usccb.org/bible/readings/. Another
easy way to access the daily
readings is to download the free
Laudate App from the Apple App
store or Google Play.

– Diane Warner, Food Bank Coordinator

TOGETHER WE RISE!
Saint Edmund Campion Parish Men’s Retreat
Saturday, January 16, 2021
Online Virtual Retreat
Conducted by Holy Family Retreat Center
During these months of isolation and separation,
we have felt a longing to gather together as a
community. Many of us are struggling with
loneliness and mourning a sense of normalcy in our
lives. It is time to regroup, come together, and
process this experience so we can look forward to
rebuilding our Christian community. Please join us
on our journey of reconnection – Together We Rise –
as a community of Christ’s followers and as
interdependent human beings. If you want to attend,
register online at holyfamilyretreat.org/themedretreats Can’t make the January 16, 2021 retreat?
There are many other dates available, so pick one
that works for you!

 IN MEMORIUM 
Please pray for the following parishioners who
passed on to eternal life during the months of
October and November.
Joann DuPont (10/18)  Susan Gieras (10/6)
Virginia Guedesse (10/31)  Zita Keating (11/6)
Irene Pardo (10/25)  Francis Tebecio (10/28)

“If Christ is my life, then death is my gain.”
– Philippians 1:21

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday - December 7:
Isaiah 35:1-10;
Psalm 85:9ab, 10-14; Luke 5:17-26
Tuesday - December 8:
Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98:1-4;
Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38
Wednesday - December 9:
Isaiah 40:25-31;
Psalm 103:1-4, 8, 10; Matthew 11:28-30
Thursday - December 10:
Isaiah 41:13-20;
Psalm 145:1, 9, 10-13ab; Matthew 11:11-15
Friday - December 11:
Isaiah 48:17-19;
Psalm 1:1-4; Matthew 11:16-19
Saturday - December 12:
Zechariah 2:14-17 or
Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Judith 13:18bcde, 19;
Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47,
Sunday - December 13:
Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11; Luke 1:46-50, 53-54;
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
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HEARTS AND HANDS PROGRAM
Due to COVID-19, we will not be putting up in the Saint Christopher Church sanctuary a Christmas tree for
our annual Hearts and Hands Program. The handling of the “paper hearts and hands” ornaments and the
congregating around the tree to retrieve these ornaments make it unsafe.
We will, however, continue to support those in need this holiday season. Donations of items will be accepted
to benefit the clients of Birthright in East Hartford, the children of the teen families at Synergy Alternative
School, and those in our community who are helped by Sister Miriam Therese Winter of the Medical Mission
Sisters. We thank Deacon Phil for his willingness to oversee and deliver the donations to Birthright and
Synergy. We thank the members of our Adult Social Club for overseeing and delivering the donations to Sister
Miriam.
Specially marked boxes can be found in the sanctuary of Saint Christopher Church and in the main vestibule at
Our Lady of Peace Church. Please put your UNWRAPPED donation into the appropriate box. Thank you in
advance for your support!

ITEMS
FOR
BIRTHRIGHT
Diapers (All Sizes)
Onesies

Sleepers

ITEMS FOR
MEDICAL
MISSION SISTERS

AND
SYNERGY

New Unwrapped Toys

Baby Wipes
Bibs

Any Other Essentials
for Babies

Donate Toys by 12/13

Gloves

Hats

Mittens

Scarves
Socks

Baby Blankets
Winter wear and blankets
can be Handmade, Store
Bought or Gently Used

PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD
Our readings from Holy Scripture on this Second Sunday of Advent remind us of what we are supposed to be
doing during Advent, in fact throughout our lives. The reading from Isaiah anticipates the coming of Christ
and John the Baptist as it proclaims “… prepare the way of the Lord.” This is a time of preparation for us.
This message is repeated in our Gospel from St. Mark. Today’s Gospel is the absolute beginning of Mark’s
Gospel and it immediately gives us that same signal by declaring, “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight
his paths.” Of course, we all realize that the path to the Lord may not always be straight for us, but now is a
time to correct that. God is waiting for us. St. Peter in his Second Letter, from which our Second Reading is
drawn, indicates that God, however, “is patient with you.” You might say on this Second Sunday of Advent
that the Lord is giving us a second chance to respond to His call. One of the basics of St. John the Baptist’s
messages was that we need to get ourselves right with the Lord, perhaps turn our lives in a different direction.
We can change; now is the time to do that. Pope St. John XXIII once stated during a homily in Advent,
“We are all part of an immense family. This is proven by what is in our hearts during Advent and Christmas.”
Now is the time to put love in our hearts and to truly prepare the way of the Lord.

