PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
(Our Lady of Peace Church)
Will resume in Spring 2021

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.

First Sunday of Advent ~ November 29, 2020

Page 1

PARISH SUPPORT
Due to the early transmission deadline imposed by
our bulletin publisher for this weekend’s bulletin,
last weekend’s collection will be reported in next
weekend’s bulletin.
(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

Saturday, November 28 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Calvin Manship
(The Killian Family)
Sunday, November 29 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Rev. John Patrick McHugh
Sunday, November 29 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 M. Louise Sweetland
(Members of the Scholarship Committee)
Monday, November 30~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Frank Grosser
(Family)

Tuesday, December 1 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Lucille Kapura
(Elizabeth Fox)
Wednesday, December 2 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Fran & Frank Tebecio
(Jean Nowik & Joe Martocci)
Thursday, December 3 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Diane Olinatz
(Family)
Saturday, December 5 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Bill & Kay McCarthy
(Marion Sullivan)
Sunday, December 6 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Assuncao Santos
 George Rosa
(Family)
Sunday, December 6 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Santa & Sebastian Calderone (Family)

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS
Per the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese,
collections will not be taken up during Mass in the
usual way. Rather, you are asked to deposit your
envelopes in the baskets placed at each aisle as you
come in to the church.
Are you interested in
supporting our parish through
the convenience of Online
Giving? You can make a onetime gift or you can sign up
for recurring gifts. If you’d
like more info, please visit
our secure website at https://www.osvhub.com/saint
-edmund-campion-parish/funds. You can also
contact the parish office for assistance.

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
For the People of the Parish ~
That the Season of Advent
Brings About Renewed Hope as
We Seek to Live More Fully for God

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week for
Praise and Thanksgiving
for All Gifts Given by God
to All Our Family and Friends
(Veronica Lufbery)
Please contact the parish office to schedule a
sanctuary lamp dedication. Suggested offering: $15.

DO YOU NEED PRAYER? We stand firmly on God’s promises that when we call Him, He will answer
(Isaiah 65:24). Our prayer team is available to intercede on your behalf and take your requests before God.
Contact Sally Ann Tanasi with your prayer requests: 860-569-4072  6854angeleyes@gmail.com

First Sunday of Advent ~ November 29, 2020

Page 2

M. LOUISE SWEETLAND
SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATIONS

RECEIVING COMMUNION
DURING A PANDEMIC

During our 10:30 a.m. Mass at Saint Christopher
Church this Sunday, November 29, we will present
this year’s recipients with the M. Louise Sweetland
Scholarship. We congratulate the following
recipients of this year’s scholarship awards:

We’d like to remind you that it is preferred that Holy
Communion be received in the hand to keep within
the advice of state health officials and thereby to
avoid the Communion minister’s fingers coming into
contact with saliva or airborne contagion. Reception
of Holy Communion in the hand is an ancient and
reverent option the faithful are asked to adopt during
this time. For those who insist on receiving Holy
Communion on the tongue, this should take place
after all in the congregation who are receiving in the
hand have received. In other words, no one insisting
on receiving on the tongue should precede those
receiving in the hand. Your cooperation is most
appreciated to ensure the safety of all.

Marylyn Afoakwa-Abrokwa
Urielle Afoakwa-Abrokwa
William Afoakwa-Abrokwa
Jack Mitchell
Richard Oliveira
We are taking up a special collection this weekend to
benefit this scholarship fund. Please place your
donation in the specially-marked basket. Your
support is appreciated! Due to COVID-19, there will
be no reception in the parish hall this year.

WEDNESDAY EVENING DEVOTIONS
Did you know that we have devotions every
Wednesday night in Saint Christopher Church?
If you are looking for quiet time with Our
Lord and prayers to our Blessed Mother,
especially during this season of Advent,
then join us for our Wednesday
Devotions. At 6:00 pm the Blessed
Sacrament is exposed for adoration
followed by benediction at 6:50
pm. It is then followed by Novena Prayers of
the Miraculous Medal of Our Lady. This
prayerful time concludes with recitation of
the Scriptural Rosary in which passages from
the Bible help us to meditate on the Mysteries of Our
Lord according to the liturgical season. Now that we
are in the season of Advent, we will be meditating on
the Joyful Mysteries.

PRAYER/SHARING GROUP
See You in the Spring!
Our Prayer/Sharing Group met for the final time this
year on Thursday, November 19. We thank everyone
for their attendance and commitment during this
shortened season. We are planning to start up again
next year (2021) after Easter, subject to the
constraints of the pandemic. All members of Saint
Edmund Campion Parish and their friends are
welcome to join us for an evening of Prayer, Song,
and Scripture sharing. For more info, please call
Barbara Hanson at 860-965-9162 or Leo Forte at 860
-970-8467. We wish you and your families a blessed
Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.

2020 PARISH FUND DRIVE
Our 2020 parish fund drive is now underway. Your
contribution to this fund drive will help cover the
cost of some needed upgrades and will also help us
to restore some of the revenue lost because of
COVID-19 restrictions. If you haven’t received a
fund drive letter, please contact the parish office.

GOD’S WORD TODAY
“Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down.” This line from today’s first reading from the prophet
Isaiah sums up the stance of God’s people as we begin another Advent season of waiting, longing, and expectation. Year after year we sing “O Come, O come, Emmanuel,” yet, when we look around, we tend to discover
more ways that God seems absent from our world. As Advent opens before us, let us join our prayer to the lament of the ancient Israelites, crying out for God’s presence. At the same time, let us begin Advent encouraged
by the words of Saint Paul, who promises that God is faithful. Finally, let us allow the final word of today’s
Gospel to sink into our own hearts and the heart of our community of faith. May the Lord not come suddenly
and find us sleeping. As God’s word is proclaimed today, let that word be like an alarm, waking us out of the
snooze of complacency. From Saint Margaret Sunday Missal, copyright © J. S. Paluch Company

First Sunday of Advent ~ November 29, 2020

Page 3

VICARIATE OUTREACH PROGRAM

DISPENSATION EXTENDED

This past May the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal,
through the Vicariate Outreach Program, sent
$322,000 to 91 food pantries, homeless shelters and
soup kitchens across the Archdiocese. Late last
month an additional $782,620 was disbursed and
sent to 218 worthy charitable organizations for a
total of $1,104,620. This is only possible because of
the generous donors to the Archbishop’s Annual
Appeal. During this very difficult time of Covid, so
many of our neighbors, some for the first time ever,
are finding themselves in the need of assistance.
If you have not yet supported the 2020 Archbishop’s
Annual Appeal, please prayerfully consider
responding as generously as your means permit so
programs like this can continue to be funded. Thank
you in advance for your support.

Archbishop Blair has announced that due to the
expected surge in COVID-19 cases this winter, the
dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation is hereby
extended for the Faithful of the Archdiocese of
Hartford through Tuesday, February 16, 2021, which
is the eve of Ash Wednesday.

ADVENT
“Advent is a journey towards Bethlehem. May we let
ourselves be drawn by the light of God made man.”
– Pope Francis

WOMEN’S CONFERENCE:
Next Workshop: December 2
Topic: Mary’s YES
The experience of this year’s Women’s Conference
will take place in an extended virtual format, running
from November 2020 to May 2021. A chance to
“attend” a workshop and prayer experience will be
available monthly. These virtual events will take
place on the first Wednesday of every month at
7:00 p.m. Attendees will register in advance for the
virtual event and are welcome to come as they are –
yoga pants or sweatshirt or stilettos, glass of wine or
cup of tea – to partake in spiritual nourishment and
time in community as a taste of the experience of the
Women’s Conference (a workshop and prayer
experience) in this socially distant time.... and of
course, it will be free of charge! Visit https://
catholicedaohct.org/programs/archdiocesan-women-s
-conference to register for these monthly events!
Saint Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ December 4, 2020
9:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Call 1-800-Red Cross to make an app’t
or visit https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://
usccb.org/bible/readings/. Another
easy way to access the daily
readings is to download the free
Laudate App from the Apple App
store or Google Play.
Monday - November 30:
Romans 10:9-18;
Psalm 19:8-11; Matthew 4:18-22
Tuesday - December 1:
Isaiah 11:1-10;
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; Luke 10:21-24
Wednesday - December 2:
Isaiah 25:6-10a;
Psalm 23:1-6; Matthew 15:29-37
Thursday - December 3:
Isaiah 26:1-6; Psalm 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;
Matthew 7:21, 24-27
Friday - December 4:
Isaiah 29:17-24;
Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14; Matthew 9:27-31
Saturday - December 5:
Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26;
Psalm 147:1-6; Matthew 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Sunday - December 6:
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11;
Psalm 85:9-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8
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HEARTS AND HANDS PROGRAM
Due to COVID-19, we will not be putting up in the Saint Christopher Church sanctuary a Christmas tree for
our annual Hearts and Hands Program. The handling of the “paper hearts and hands” ornaments and the
congregating around the tree to retrieve these ornaments make it unsafe.
We will, however, continue to support those in need this holiday season. Donations of items will be accepted
to benefit the clients of Birthright in East Hartford, the children of the teen families at Synergy Alternative
School, and those in our community who are helped by Sister Miriam Therese Winter of the Medical Mission
Sisters. We thank Deacon Phil for his willingness to oversee and deliver the donations to Birthright and
Synergy. We thank the members of our Adult Social Club for overseeing and delivering the donations to Sister
Miriam.
Donations will be accepted beginning next weekend. Specially marked boxes will be placed in the sanctuary
of Saint Christopher Church and in the main vestibule at Our Lady of Peace Church. Please put your
UNWRAPPED donation into the appropriate box. Thank you in advance for your support!

ITEMS
FOR
BIRTHRIGHT
Diapers (All Sizes)
Onesies

Sleepers

ITEMS FOR
MEDICAL
MISSION SISTERS

AND
SYNERGY

New Unwrapped Toys

Baby Wipes

Donate Toys by 12/13

Bibs

Hats

Gloves
Mittens

Any Other Essentials
for Babies

Scarves
Socks

Baby Blankets
Winter wear and blankets
can be Handmade, Store
Bought or Gently Used

WATCH!
This First Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of a new liturgical year. All the readings during this period
of waiting and anticipation concentrate on making us aware that it is time for us to awaken our lives as
Christians. Jesus opens our Gospel Reading from St. Mark by saying “Be watchful! Be alert!” and closes it
with an intense “Watch!” For many Advent and Christmas are times of light, whether it is the light of the
candles on Advent wreaths or the lights on a tree or the festive lights which decorate many houses and
businesses. Jesus brings light into our worlds, but we must allow this light to permeate our own lives, to
enter into the dark and sinful parts of our lives to illuminate and cleanse them. This should be a time of
renewed prayer and penance which truly prepares us to “watch” for the Lord, not just at Christmas but
throughout our lives. There is a natural wonder among children at this time of year, but sometimes as we age,
we lose that sense as if we are sleeping. It is time to awaken. Our minds may say “Let go” but our spirituality
tells us to “Awaken.” We are filled with spiritual depths. It is time to seek them, find them, and awaken
them. It is Advent, time for us to awaken and become aware of the gifts of love we have received from God
and others. Or as Jesus reminds us: “Watch.”

