Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 6, 2020

PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte, Coordinator
860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
Kristi Gillespie
Director of Youth Ministry
and Confirmation
860-895-8692
stchrisym@gmail.com

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturday ~ 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
(Our Lady of Peace Church)
Suspended Until Further Notice

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with a
funeral home, we will help you plan
the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (August 30):

(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace Church
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher Church

Saturday, September 5 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 Sharon Garry
(Tony & Maria Sousa)
Sunday, September 6 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Deceased Members of the Fournier Family
(Family)
Sunday, September 6 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Rev. Francis Xavier Callahan
Monday, September 7 ~ 8:00 am (OLOP)
 Jeremiah “Jerry” Sullivan
(Sister, Marion Sullivan)
Tuesday, September 8 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Dinis Leonardo
(Wife & Family)
Wednesday, September 9 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Joe Grosser
(Family)
Thursday, September 10 ~ 8:00 am (SC)
 Regina Aszklar & Frank Wroniak
(Family)

$ 6,459*

*Includes $2,286 from the in-church collection,
$1,329 received through our Online Giving program
and $2,844 from mail-in offerings.
Thank you for your support of our parish!

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS
Per the guidelines set forth by the Archdiocese,
collections will not be taken up during Mass in the
usual way. Rather, you are asked to deposit your
envelopes in the baskets placed at each aisle as you
come in to the church.
Are you interested in supporting
our parish through the convenience
of Online Giving? You can make a
one-time gift or you can sign up
for recurring gifts. If you’d like more info, please
visit our secure website at https://www.osvhub.com/
saint-edmund-campion-parish/funds. You may also
contact the parish office for assistance.
Our Church is growing! We welcome
into our Christian community through
the holy waters of baptism:
Jaxon Richard Riley

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

Saturday, September 12 ~ 4:00 pm (SC)
 John & Moira Traynor
(The Traynor Family)

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church

Sunday, September 13 ~ 8:30 am (OLOP)
 Mary Toohy
(Mr. & Mrs. David Accurso)

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church

Sunday, September 13 ~ 10:30 am (SC)
 Jean Guy Laprise ~ 2nd Anniversary
(Renaud Laprise)

burns this week
For All Victims of the Coronavirus
burns this week
For a Special Intention
(Veronica Lufbery)
Please contact the parish office to schedule a
sanctuary lamp dedication. Suggested offering: $15.
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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear friends,
I want to thank you for continuing your financial
support of our parish while the coronavirus pandemic
partial shutdown continues. I know that it is not easy
for you as you face your own challenges, especially
if you are a family with young children.
It is also good to see more people coming to Mass,
wearing masks and maintaining social distancing.
The pews in both locations (Saint Christopher and
Our Lady of Peace) are marked by blue tape to
indicate where you may sit. Only those who live in
the same house can sit together (husbands and wives,
parents and children).
The 8:30 am Sunday Mass at Our Lady of Peace is
the most heavily attended, almost to the limit
allowed (52). To prevent going beyond the limit,
I encourage you to consider going to the 4:00 pm
Vigil on Saturday or the 10:30 am Mass on Sunday,
both at Saint Christopher’s. There the wall to the hall
can be opened and the capacity allowed would
increase to 85.
Confessions are also allowed at Saint Christopher’s
on Saturdays at 3:00 pm behind a protective screen
and the kneeler set away from the screen. Both priest
and penitent wear masks.
As we wait for the day when the pandemic goes
away, may we continue to pray for one another to
stay safe and be well.
May God bless you always,
Father John

MUSIC PROTOCOLS
We recently received some new directives from the
Archdiocese of Hartford regarding music protocols.
To comply with these protocols, which discourage
congregational singing, we will, until further notice,
speak all the Mass parts and our musicians will
provide a mix of singing and instrumental music
during our liturgies.
St. Christopher Church Hall
Thursday ~ September 10
1:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Please call 1-800-Red Cross (1-800-733-2767)
to make an app’t. or log onto redcrossblood.org.
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HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED
Now that Fr. George Mukuka is residing in the
Our Lady of Peace rectory, we are seeking someone
who is interested in providing housekeeping services
at this rectory. The working hours of this paid,
part-time position will be 3-4 hours every two weeks
at a time agreeable to both parties. Duties will
include general housecleaning (vacuuming,
mopping, dusting, scrubbing, etc.) and laundering of
bed linens and towels. Must be comfortable using
stairs to access washer and dryer. If you or someone
you know might be interested in this position, please
call the parish office at 860-568-5240.

ROOTED IN FAITH ~
OPENING WIDE
OUR HEARTS
On Wednesday Sept. 9 at 7:00 PM,
The Office for Catholic Social Justice
Ministry of the Archdiocese of
Hartford will continue its conference
series with the webinar: “Understanding the
Hispanic Experience” This workshop will cover:
How does racism affect Hispanic immigrants? How
do they become the major target of immigration raids
and mass deportations? Hispanics have been referred
to by countless derogatory names, have encountered
negative assumptions made about them because of
their ethnicity, have suffered discrimination in
applying for college, for housing, and in registering
to vote. Fr. Mauricio Galvis will explore the
Hispanic Experience with us. The Webinar is FREE;
advanced registration is required and can be done by
visiting: www.catholicsocialjustice.org.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Since 2003 our Prayer Shawl Ministry has been
creating shawls, lap blankets and baby blankets to
console those who are grieving, comfort those who
are ill, help celebrate a joyous occasion, and
welcome those who are baptized. We invite you to
join our parish ministry of prayer, service and love.
We gather in the Saint Christopher church hall on the
2nd Monday of the month from 1:00-2:30 p.m.
Our starting date is September 14, but feel free to
join us at any time. Bring a friend. We will wear face
masks and practice social distancing. We have plenty
of yarn and needles for those who wish to learn. For
more information, please call Santa Vallone 860569-1772.
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PRAYER FOR LABOR DAY

ADULT BIBLE ADVENTURE

God, in your goodness,
you have made a home for the worker.
Make a place in our hearts for compassion
to the men and women who
labor tirelessly for basic necessities.
Be with us all, Christ Jesus,
as we go about the busyness of our work.
May we continue to work together
to bring about your reign!
We ask this in your holy name,
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We will meet again this Wednesday, September 9,
at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel at the Saint Christopher
campus. (The chapel is located inside the school
building – a.k.a. the Parish Center, 580 Brewer
St.). We will begin our next session with chapter
24 in the Acts of the Apostles. Our time together
begins with music to center ourselves and then we
have opening prayer. We then read sections of our
chosen scripture and discuss it. Sometimes our
discussions are supplemented with audio or video
commentary. We end with a closing prayer and
return home with joyful hearts because we
encountered God’s truths in the scripture. Please
join us! All adults are welcome! Our group
typically meets every other Wednesday from 6:30
- 8:30 p.m. Come when you can and bring your
Bible! Questions? Contact Deacon Phil at 860568-5001 or at imgoose@comcast.net or Steve
Cadwallader at 860-568-5477.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES
Grades K-8
Religious education classes for children entering
Grades K-8 this fall will begin on Catechetical
Sunday ~ September 20, 2020. Classes will be held
virtually (online) to start the 2020-21 school year.
More information, via your child’s teacher, will be
forthcoming on the mechanics of this approach.
Class time on Sundays will begin at 8:45 am and
conclude at 9:45 am. All students, new and
returning, must submit an up-to-date
registration form for this new school year. The
registration form can be found on our parish
website:
https://stedmundcampionparish.org/
RelEdRegistrationForm.pdf
If you are unable to print the registration form,
please call the parish office at 860-568-5240 to
request the form by mail. If you have any questions
or concerns about this year’s program, please email
stchrisre@gmail.com for clarification or for more
information.

LIVING GOD’S WORD
We might hope for a change of heart from someone
we love or a member of our community. But first, we
must change our own hearts by forgiving and accepting the other in true love. True love begins with recognizing our own “faults” and softening our hearts
toward the ones we love.
Copyright © 2013, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

EXTENSION OF DISPENSATION
FROM SUNDAY MASS OBLIGATION
On March 13, 2020, each and every Catholic in the
Archdiocese of Hartford was dispensed from the
obligation of attending Sunday Mass by
Archbishop Leonard P. Blair due to the potential
danger of the coronavirus pandemic. This
dispensation was most recently extended on May
27, 2020, with the release of the document
'Opening Churches for Public Worship in the
Archdiocese of Hartford,' which stated, “As for
Sunday Mass, the dispensation from the Sunday
obligation previously granted to all Catholics of
the archdiocese by the Archbishop has now been
extended through Sunday, September 6, 2020.”
In light of continued uncertainty regarding the
extent and duration of the coronavirus in the state
of Connecticut and throughout the Archdiocese of
Hartford, Archbishop Blair has now extended this
dispensation from the Sunday obligation through
Saturday, November 28, 2020, which is the last
day of the current liturgical year.
The Archdiocese of Hartford continues to monitor
the severity of the situation surrounding the
pandemic and will provide updates regarding
decisions reached for the archdiocese as they are
made.
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 NEW INFORMATION 
HomeFront Day is Almost Here!
HomeFront Day was supposed to be Saturday,
May 2, 2020 but the coronavirus made it necessary
to reschedule this little miracle. HomeFront Day
is now being held this Saturday, September 12
and will be a somewhat scaled back version that
will focus on outdoor work. Our leadership team
will soon be doing an on-site assessment of the
outdoor projects, but based on the email we
received from HomeFront and our “drive by”
visual assessment, we may be able to tend to the
following tasks:
 Repair front steps and install a railing
 Paint the rear deck
 Repair (caulk) and paint bay window trim
 Remove fallen tree
 Trim board repair
 Repair hole in shed’s roof
 Repair/replace piece of siding
 Repair back stairs
 Replace storm door
For those who are not familiar with the HomeFront
project, it is a community outreach, one-day repair
blitz for a neighbor in need. Saint Edmund
Campion Parish forms a crew to perform
necessary home repairs and the HomeFront
organization provides the required materials. The
typical HomeFront recipient is elderly, disabled or
a single parent and their total household income
must qualify as low-income within their
community.
Due to this year’s unusual circumstances, we don’t
have the time we normally would to assemble our
crew and to know exactly what projects we will
tackle, but we will do our best under these
circumstances. We always need skilled persons
such as carpenters, painters, etc., but we also need
folks who can do common homeowner tasks such
as raking, painting, pulling weeds, mowing the
lawn, cleaning, etc…
We can make a difference, but it won’t happen
without you. Please say YES! For more
information or to volunteer, please contact Deacon
Phil at 860-568-5001 or by email at
imgoose@comcast.net.
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Daily readings can be easily accessed on the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
website by going here: http://usccb.org/bible/
readings/. Another easy way to access the daily
readings is to download the free Laudate App from
the Apple App store or Google Play.
Monday - September 7:
1 Corinthians 5:1-8; Psalm 5:5-7, 12;
Luke 6:6-11
Tuesday - September 8:
Micah 5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30;
Psalm 13:6; Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23]
Wednesday - September 9:
1 Corinthians 7:25-31; Psalm 45:11-12, 14-17;
Luke 6:20-26
Thursday - September 10:
1 Corinthians 8:1b-7, 11-13;
Psalm 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24; Luke 6:27-38
Friday - September 11:
1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22b-27;
Psalm 84:3-6, 12; Luke 6:39-42
Saturday - September 12:
1 Corinthians 10:14-22;
Psalm 116:12-13, 17-18; Luke 6:43-49
Sunday - September 13:
Sirach 27:30 — 28:7; Psalm 103:1-4, 9-12;
Romans 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
“You, son of man, I have appointed watchman
for the house of Israel…” (Ezekiel 33:7)
Many of us are generous with our gifts. However,
many of us are not generous in proportion to the gifts
we have been given. How often do we give at the
minimum level required? Remember, the Lord calls
us to nurture and develop our gifts. He calls us to be
generous with all the gifts He has given us,
especially the ones that mean the most to us.

