Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord ~ April 5, 2020

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Suspended Until
Further Notice

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS
Tuesdays During Lent
(Saint Christopher Church)
Suspended Until Further Notice
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
Resumes after Easter 2020

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with
a funeral home, we will help you
plan the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Mass Schedule:
Sunday: 8:30 am
Monday: 8:00 am

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Tuesday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.

PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL
Mrs. Kathleen Welch, Principal
Audrey Hurley, Secretary
www.saintchristopherschool.org
860-568-4100
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte 860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (March 29):

$ 4,796*

*Includes

While our churches are closed for the celebration
of Mass, Father John is celebrating Mass alone
each day for the intentions noted below.
Saturday, April 4
 Jose Figueiredo
(Wife Maria)
 Manuel & Maria Machado
(Daughter Maria)
Sunday, April 5
 Richard Sullivan ~ 5th Anniversary
(Wife & Son)
 John Quinn ~ 2nd Anniversary
(Friend Anne)
Sunday, April 5
For the People of the Parish (Missa pro populo)

$2,280 received through our Online Giving
program and $2,516 from mail-in offerings.

Thank you for your support of our parish!
Thank you to those of you who are mailing in your
offertory envelopes. Your continuing financial
support of the parish is crucial for its ongoing
operation and the obligations to employees, etc.

ONLINE GIVING
We welcome two new families who this past week
opened an online giving account. Are you interested
in supporting our parish through the convenience of
Online Giving? You can make a one-time gift or you
can sign up for recurring gifts. You may cancel at
anytime without any penalty. If you’d like more
information, please visit our secure Online Giving
website at https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1754.
You can also contact the parish office for assistance.

Monday, April 6
 Timothy Moynihan
(Garry & Julianne Kelly)
Tuesday, April 7
 Dinis Leonardo
(Wife & Family)
Wednesday, April 8
 Thomas P. Camarco
In Remembrance of His Birthday
(Wife)
Thursday, April 9
For the People of the Parish (Missa pro populo)
Saturday, April 11
For the People of the Parish (Missa pro populo)
Sunday, April 12
 Joseph Leonardo (Mom & Daughters)
Sunday, April 12
 Jose Maria Sousa ~ 5th Anniversary
and Evangelina Sousa
(Family)

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside the tabernacles in our
churches remind us of the Real Presence of
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
For a Quick End to the Coronavirus Battle

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week
In Memory of
Alice “May” Gosselin
Mother of Deacon Phil Gosselin
(Madeline & Sam Cassarino)
Please call the parish office to schedule a Sanctuary
Lamp dedication. Suggested offering is $15.
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Distribution of Blessed Palms
Saint Christopher Campus
Sunday ~ April 5
11:00 AM - 12:00 Noon
In order to receive your blessed palms, please enter
the property via the main parking lot. Drive behind
Saint Christopher Church and pull up to the
distribution site outside the rectory. Please DO
NOT leave your car - simply roll down your
window and you will be handed palms. The
distribution of palms will conclude precisely at
12:00 noon. Palms will not be available in the
church or the parish office. Your patience and
understanding is much appreciated.

BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD
The blessing of Easter food will not be offered
this year. Those wishing to perform this service
at home may find the order of service beginning
on page 7 of this bulletin.

SAINT EDMUND CAMPION
SOCIAL CLUB
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Social Club
will not meet on April 20. As of this time, our next
meeting will be held in May as scheduled. For
more information about the Social Club, please
contact Frank and Joan Perrone at 860-568-6229.

THE CROSS
We should glory in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our
salvation, life and resurrection, through
whom we are saved and delivered.
—Entrance Antiphon, Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, The Roman Missal

Suspended Until Further Notice
Archbishop Blair has suspended the Sacrament of
Reconciliation (hearing of confessions) in every
parish in the archdiocese because of the virus and to
protect the priest and penitent. This is likely to be the
case world wide. Until further notice, this suspension
will stay in effect. You are encouraged to make a
sincere Act of Contrition, bringing to mind your sins,
asking God for forgiveness, and trusting in God’s
mercy. Those aware of serious sin should go to
confession after the ban is lifted. Priests have been
given limited permission to use the Rite of General
Absolution in hospitals.

Act of Contrition
My God,
I am sorry for my sins
with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong
and failing to do good,
I have sinned against you
whom I should love above all things.
I firmly intend, with your help,
to do penance, to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ
suffered and died for us.
In his name, my God, have mercy.
MARIAN GARDEN
We are pleased to report that after we announced that
production changes had been made to the Marian
Garden, several brick orders have already been
received and installed in the Garden. The
turnaround time is quicker than ever! Bricks can
be engraved to memorialize a loved one, honor
someone special, commemorate an event (i.e.,
baptism, First Communion, graduation, anniversary)
or you can even have your own name engraved on a
brick. Donation levels begin at $50. If you’d like to
learn more about ordering a brick, please call the
parish office at 860-568-5240 or visit our website at
stedmundcampionparish.org/mariangarden.php.

Holy Week 2020
American Catholics are facing an unimaginable Holy Week this year. With the suspension of public
Masses throughout every diocese in all 50 states, there will be no Palm Sunday celebrations in our
parishes, no Triduum liturgies, no joyous Easter Sunday Mass. It’s almost unthinkable — yet here we are.

Nothing can ever replace the solemnity and beauty of Holy Week in our churches, and so the absence
of public worship during these holiest days of the year presents a moment of pause and pain. The void
created in our spiritual lives by our lack of access to the sacraments can be seen to draw us closer to
Christ’s own solitude in his final agony and suffering. And yet, we cannot remain there. By our Easter
faith, we know that Christ is alive and among us. “I am with you always,” he promised (Mt 28:20).
As the late Cardinal Francis E. George, O.M.I., reiterated: “The Risen Lord will never abandon his
people. Those who find their personal identity in relation to him will never be alone.” Knowing all
things work for the good, let us not dwell in our sadness, but as Easter people, fervently pray for the
grace given Mary Magdalene on the first Easter morning, for the eyes to see the Risen Lord in our
midst and the ears to recognize his voice as he speaks to us. – https://www.osvnews.com
So while we are unable to celebrate Holy Week in our churches, here are some website resources to
help us bring these holiest days of the year into being in our homes.

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Resources for Families, Parishes and Dioceses during the COVID-19 Crisis
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/covid-19-crisis-resources-from-catholic-publishers.cfm

Archdiocesan Office of Education, Evangelization and Catechesis
https://catholicedaohct.org/about/coronavirus-resources

Liturgical Press - Holy Week at Home
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/15495/documents/2020/3/Holy_Week_at_Home.pdf

Catholic.org - Stations of the Cross Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wW1t7M8HKT8&t=166s

Catholics Striving for Holiness
https://www.catholicsstrivingforholiness.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Family-Celebrations-of-HolyWeek-and-Easter-Triduum-at-Home.pdf

Building Faith - A Ministry of Virginia Theological Seminary
https://buildfaith.org/holy-week-at-home-family-practices-for-the-triduum/

Blessed is She Blog
https://blessedisshe.net/blog/celebrate-holy-week-home/

Homily by Deacon Phil Gosselin – April 5, 2020
On Palm Sunday we hear of Jesus triumphantly entering Jerusalem to cries of
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” but in short order He started to receive one cross
after another. Virtually the entire world has recently been enduring an insidious virus
that placed crosses that took many forms on people’s shoulders that shook the
Earth’s population. One of the good things that happened is a connection of
solidarity of all people around the globe with prayers and empathy for the suffering
caused by the coronavirus, COVID-19. Despite this experience of solidarity that we
may have encountered, we still might have an imprecise understanding of how some
of our brothers and sisters around the world really live. How do we see the world?
What is our perception of the world? A great danger is for us to fall into the trap of
believing that the whole world is like the place we live in and therefore we can form
opinions based on that vision. We may think we have a pretty good grip on reality
and that we are open-minded but we can still operate in a somewhat distorted view of
reality, globally speaking. Here is a bit of data for a reality check: Fifty-seven
percent of the world’s population is from Asia; twenty-one percent is from Europe;
fourteen percent is from North and South America; and eight percent is from Africa.
Fifty-one percent are women and forty-nine percent are men. Sixty-eight percent are
not able to read and write. Six percent own and control more than half of all the
world’s wealth. Thirty percent are Christian and seventy percent would be nonChristian. Only one percent would have been to college; this may seem astounding to
people living in the United States but it is true that only one out of every one hundred
people on the planet Earth goes to college! Fifty percent of American children live
separated from their biological fathers. One-third of the world is afflicted with and
dying from a lack of food; one-third is suffering from and dying from a lack of
justice; and one-third of the world has a problem with and is dying from overeating.
Does this square up with our notions or is the reality a little different? I recently saw
a poem written by Kitty O’Meara that really struck me and touched me during this
very difficult time for our world. She wrote: And the people stayed home. And read
books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art, and played games, and
learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened more deeply. Some
meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. And the people
began to think differently. And the people healed. And, in the absence of people
living in ignorance, dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal.
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their
losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to
live and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed.

Our crosses are our ladders to healing; Jesus made that truth evident to us all. The
crosses born by many during the coronavirus outbreak were heavy, but let’s hope
that there was some healing during this difficult period. Another cross that many in
our school, parish and community felt deeply was the closing our beloved St.
Christopher School. The school is special to many of its students, staff and alumni,
and when it is decided that closing the school is unavoidable, it comes as a traumatic
shock to all concerned. Each group - parents, faculty, support staff and students - has
its own reaction, but when the anger has subsided and all the meetings have ended
the truth sets in: “This beloved school will close at the end of June.”
Having recently experienced a death in my family, and seeing friends mourning the
loss of their loved ones, I see the closing of a school akin to those experiences. It is
not like the death of a loved one; it is the death of a loved one.
It is important when one suffers a loss to process that loss. It is necessary to the
human spirit to grieve.
The five stages of grieving are, denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance;
these are a part of the framework that makes up our learning to live with a loss of
something special and important. They are tools to help us frame and identify what
we may be feeling. Crosses…we don’t seek them out and we don’t get to pick them
but we do get to use our freewill to decide how we will respond to our crosses.
I remember a workshop I went to when I was on retreat at Holy Family Retreat
Center one year that taught me about HALT. HALT stands for hungry, angry, lonely,
and tired — as in, “Am I hungry, angry, lonely, or tired right now?” This acronym
helps to make us stop and think about how we feel before we react to a situation. It
may sound simple, but when our basic needs aren’t met, rational thinking can go out
the door. It is good to pull away from an episode or experience to avoid reacting and
instead seek God’s grace to respond in a better way and thus reducing the likelihood
of having regrets about our behavior when our resistance is low.
In the culture we live in we can find ourselves loving things and using people but
that is not God’s desire for us; we are made to love and be loved, and things were
made to be used. Loving and being loved is our greatest desire; we are hardwired for
this. What we truly love is who we truly are. So let us love with a heart like Jesus; a
love that knows no bounds and that climbs the crosses that are our ladders to healing.
– Deacon Phil Gosselin

“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

