Third Sunday of Advent ~ December 15, 2019

CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
Saturdays: 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS
(Saint Christopher Church)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
Prayer, Song, Scripture, Friendship
This group will resume meeting
shortly after Easter 2020.

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with
a funeral home, we will help you
plan the Mass of Christian Burial.

Saint Edmund Campion Parish
The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher
Our Lady of Peace Church

Saint Christopher Church

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Mass Schedule:
Sunday: 9:00 am
Friday & Saturday: 9:00 am

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am & 10:30 am
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Visit us on the web: stedmundcampionparish.org
Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Rev. Joseph Moonnanappallil, Parochial Vicar
860-918-4022  fr.moonnanappallil@gmail.com

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

BAPTISM
By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

MARRIAGE
Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.

PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
StEdmund3@gmail.com
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL
Mrs. Kathleen Welch, Principal
Audrey Hurley, Secretary
www.saintchristopherschool.org
860-568-4100
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Leo Forte 860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (December 8):
Parish School Collection:
(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace campus
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher campus

Saturday, December 14 – 4:00 p.m. (SC)
 Maurice “Moe” Harden (Mary & Family)
Sunday, December 15 – 7:30 a.m. (SC)
 Joseph Leonardo (Mom & Daughters)
Sunday, December 15 – 9:00 a.m. (OLOP)
 Geoffrey Callahan
In Remembrance of His Birthday
(Family)
Sunday, December 15 – 10:30 a.m. (SC)
 Dave Amberg, Sr. (Al & Sally Labieniec)
Monday, December 16 – 8:00 a.m. (SC)
 Antonio Leonardo (Wife & Family)
Tuesday, December 17 – 8:00 a.m. (SC)
 John & Louise Olinatz (Children)
Wednesday, December 18 – 8:00 a.m. (SC)
 Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family)

$ 11,959*
$ 1,762**

*Includes

$505 received through our Online Giving
program and $6,115 from mail-in offerings, which
includes one year-end gift of $5,000 from a
parishioner who wishes to remain anonymous.

**Includes

$115 received through our Online Giving
program and $72 from mail-in offerings.
Thank you for your support of our parish community!

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
Support Aging Religious
Our second collection this weekend is for the
Retirement Fund for Religious. Many senior Catholic
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests served
for little or no pay. Today, religious communities
often do not have enough savings to meet retirement
needs. Your gift helps provide medications, nursing
care, and more for tens of thousands of elderly
religious. It also helps ensure younger members can
continue the good works of their elders.

ADVENT
Advent: the time to listen for footsteps – you can’t
hear footsteps when you’re running yourself.
– Bill McKibben

Thursday, December 19 – 8:00 a.m. (SC)
 Mark Tardiff & Debbie Fallacaro (Family)

SANCTUARY LAMP

Friday, December 20 – 9:00 a.m. (OLOP)
 Jose Maria & Evangelina Sousa (Family)

The lamps beside our church’s tabernacles
remind us of the Real Presence of Jesus in the
Holy Eucharist.

Saturday, December 21 – 9:00 a.m. (OLOP)
For the People of the Parish (Missa pro populo)
Saturday, December 21 – 4:00 p.m. (SC)
 Ken Harrison, Jr. (Family)
Sunday, December 22 – 7:30 a.m. (SC)
 Rev. James H. Archambault
Sunday, December 22 – 9:00 a.m. (OLOP)
 Dorothy Zemantic (Family)
Sunday, December 22 – 10:30 a.m. (SC)
 Maria Cordeiro (Maria dos Reis Figueiredo)

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
In Loving Memory of
Gayle Katz
(Prayer/Sharing Group)

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week for
In Loving Memory of
Alda Ferreira
(Jean Nowik & Joe Martocci)
Please call the parish office to schedule a
dedication. The suggested donation is $15.

Third Sunday of Advent ~ December 15, 2019

STRING QUARTET CONCERT
The Mountain Road String Quartet, of
which our parishioner Michael Hwang is
a member, will be performing at
Saint Christopher Church this Sunday,
December 15 at 2:00 p.m. Admission is
Free. Non-perishable food items and a free-will
offering will be accepted to benefit the Food Banks
of East Hartford. A light reception will follow in
the church hall. All are invited!

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS
An envelope for making a donation towards the
flowers that will decorate our churches this
Christmas season can be found in your envelope set.
If you do not receive envelopes, simply place your
donation in a plain envelope marked “Christmas
Flowers” and include a note with the name(s) of the
loved one(s) for which your donation is being made
in the memory of. Your envelope must be received
by December 18 for the names of your loved ones to
appear in our Christmas bulletin.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Saint Christopher Council #4
The Knights, their families and widows are invited to
attend their annual pot-luck supper/Christmas Party
and Gift Swap this Tuesday, December 17 at
6:00 p.m. in the Saint Christopher church hall.
The gift swap is voluntary, and members are not
required to participate to attend the supper. Roast
beef will be the main entrée.
If you’re interested in helping those in need, serving
our parish, growing in faith or obtaining exclusive
access to top-rated insurance protection for your
family, then the Knights of Columbus is the
organization for you. The Knights are looking for
Catholic men who want to make a difference in their
community. For more information, www.kofc.org

SAINT EDMUND CAMPION SOCIAL CLUB
Atlantic City Bus Trip
The Saint Edmund Campion Social Club is
sponsoring a 3-day/2-night bus trip to Atlantic City
on February 18-20, 2020. This trip includes a stay at
Caesars Resort Hotel, three shows, $50 slot bonus,
$50 in food vouchers, cancellation protection,
baggage handling and driver gratuity. For more
information about this trip, please contact Joan or
Frank Perrone at 860-568-6229.
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COUNTERS’ MINISTRY
Now is the time to begin preparing next year’s
weekly schedule for our Counters’ Ministry. If you
are a current member of this ministry and are not
able to continue next year, please let us know. If you
are interested in joining this ministry and would like
to be included on next year’s schedule, please let us
know that as well by calling the parish office at 860568-5240. Team Counters are scheduled an average
of once every couple of months. This ministry is a
great way to serve your parish while giving you the
opportunity to meet and mingle with your fellow
parishioners. All are welcome to join us!

CRIB OF PRAYER INTENTIONS
In the sanctuary of both our churches is a basket
filled with paper “straw.” You are invited to write
down on each paper something you are praying for
during this Advent season. Then place the paper in
the crib so that, by the time Christmas arrives, Jesus
will be cradled by your prayers. What a beautiful
way this is to prepare for the coming of Jesus
“through whom comes everything that is good.”

ADULT BIBLE ADVENTURE
We will meet again this Wednesday, December 18,
at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel at the Saint Christopher
campus. (The chapel is located inside the school
building – a.k.a. the Parish Center, 580 Brewer St.).
We will move into chapter 14 of the Acts of the
Apostles at this next session. Our time together
begins with music to center ourselves and then we
have opening prayer. We then read sections of our
chosen scripture and discuss it. Sometimes our
discussions are supplemented with audio or video
commentary. We end with a closing prayer and
return home with joyful hearts because we
encountered God’s truths in the scripture. Please join
us! All adults are welcome! Our group typically
meets every other Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Come when you can and bring your Bible!
Questions? Contact Deacon Phil at 860-568-5001 or
Steve Cadwallader at 860-568-5477.
Our Church is growing! We welcome
into our Christian community through
the holy waters of baptism:
Gabriella Mary Fairbanks
Zoe-Ann Giselle Gennaro
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CHRISTMAS MASS AND
CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve – December 24
4:00 p.m. - Saint Christopher Church
10:00 p.m. - Saint Christopher Church
(Chancel Choir’s Prelude Program begins at 9:40 p.m.)
Christmas Day – December 25
9:00 a.m. - Our Lady of Peace Church
10:30 a.m. - Saint Christopher Church
Confessions
(Saint Christopher Church)

Monday, December 16: 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 18: 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 21: 3:00 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.
Monday, December 23: 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 24: 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

BREAD RUN MINISTRY
Our Bread Run Ministry is seeking volunteers who
can devote about one hour each month to deliver
surplus bread from the Silver Lane Stop & Shop to
the CRT Hartford Community Shelter on Main Street
in East Hartford. If interested, please contact Regina
Schultz at 860-568-2275 for more information.

A SEASON OF HOPE
Today we can bask in the
imagery that the Mass readings
offer us. In particular, Isaiah’s
vision of a parched land that
blooms with abundant flowers
holds a message for each of us.
Too often we are just like that parched land. We can
allow ourselves to become absorbed in the waves of
consumerism that grip so many. We look for
fulfillment in the things that money can buy.
Unfortunately, this leaves us like parched land,
thirsting for something that money can’t buy. This
holy season has much to offer to quench our thirsts.
In a word, this season offers hope. We are told that
those who are ransomed by God will know joy and
gladness. For them, sorrow and mourning will be no
more. Let us place our hope in these promises.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.
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HOLY FAMILY RETREAT HOUSE
Theme: Our Deepest Longing
Women’s Retreat
Do you have a deep longing to grow in your
relationship with God each and every day? Holy
Family Retreat House in West Hartford is the place
for women to discover or rediscover their
relationship with God. Give yourself or a woman
you love the gift of a weekend retreat. Retreat
weekends for women in 2020 are being held
Jan. 10-12, Jan. 24-26, Feb. 28-Mar. 1, Apr. 17-19,
and Jun. 5-7. New retreat attendees welcome!
A one-day refresher retreat is offered for those who
have attended a weekend retreat this term. For
more information and to register, please visit
holyfamilyretreat.org or call 860-521-0440. You
can also contact our parish representative, Anne
Marie Volowski, at 860-936-8989 or at
annemarievolowski@yahoo.com.
Men’s Retreat
Please consider joining the men of our parish at
Holy Family Retreat House in West Hartford for a
weekend retreat on January 17-19 and give
yourself the gift of retreat to start the new year with
a renewed perspective. We spend our time and
energy on the necessities of everyday life, but what
is it that we are longing for in the deepest way? We
have an opportunity available for a first-time
retreatant to go as a guest of Holy Family. For
more information, please contact one of our parish
representatives: Ray Simeone at 860-569-8451 or
Deacon Phil at 860-568-5001.
St. Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ January 17, 2020
1:30 – 6:30 p.m.
1-800-Red Cross to make an app’t.

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
We are always most grateful when families request
that donations be made to Saint Edmund Campion
Parish or Saint Christopher School in memory of
their loved ones. The family of William “Bill”
McAllister was kind enough to do this and $345
has already been donated to Saint Edmund
Campion Parish in Bill’s memory. May God bless
them for their generosity and we pray that Bill’s
soul, by the mercy of God, rests in peace.
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THE SEASON OF GIVING
During this season of giving, we’d like to share with you a letter we received just before Thanksgiving. The
generosity of this donor will help to provide relief to those assisted by our PIN Ministry and will help keep the
shelves of our Food Bank stocked for those in need in our community.
Each year around this time I am reminded of the generosity of others and, in particular, the late Father
McGrath. I was married by Father McGrath back in 1982 at St. Christopher Church and got to know him
pretty well during our pre-cana sessions. About a week before Thanksgiving in 1981 he called asking me to
stop by the church to see him. When I got there he gave me a bag of groceries complete with everything
needed for a Thanksgiving dinner. As a young couple just starting out we were touched by this gift and never
forgot how he helped us. I hope this gift will help others the way Father McGrath’s gift helped us. Please find
enclosed Stop & Shop gift cards. I trust you will know how to make the best use of them.
Sincerely, Don
LECTIO DIVINA & DAILY READINGS
Sunday

Sunday
Third Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

of Adv ent

Fourth Sunday
of Adv ent

Isaiah 35:
1-6a, 10

Numbers 24:
2-7, 15-17a

Genesis 49:
2, 8-10

Jeremiah 23:
5-8

Judges 13:
2-7, 24-25a

Isaiah 7:
10-14

Song of Songs
2:8-14 or
Zephaniah
3:14-18a

Isaiah 7:
10-14

Psalm 146:
6-10

Psalm 25:
4-5ab, 6,
7bc-9

Psalm 72:
1-4ab, 7-8,
17

Psalm 72:
1-2, 12-13,
18-19

Psalm 71:
3-4a, 5-6ab,
16-17

Psalm 24:
1-4ab, 5-6

Psalm 33:
2-3, 11-12,
20-21

Psalm 24:
1-6

James
5:7-10

Matthew 11:
2-11

Romans 1:
1-7

Matthew 21:
23-27

Matthew 1:
1-17

Matthew 1:
18-25

Luke 1:
5-25

Luke 1:
26-38

Luke 1:
39-45

Matthew 1:
18-24

What is Lectio Divina?
While reading sacred scripture, read the words with a love and sense of discovery until something seems to strike home. Sit with the passage as one
would with a good friend-not just thinking or analyzing, but instead remaining in a quiet, listening spirit, so the word can nurture and challenge you.

Call to Prayer: “Let us take a
moment in the midst of all our
activity to prepare ourselves
for prayer.”
Excerpts from SNOW FALLING ON SNOW
Copyright 2001 by Robert J. Wicks
Used with permission of Paulist Press

The Word of God: Choose one of next
Sunday’s readings. One person reads the
scripture aloud as others are attentive to
a word, phrase, or theme that is
meaningful to them. Allow for a minute of
silent reflection. Have another person
read the same scripture a second time.

Faith Sharing: Begin with an open
ended question such as “What
strikes you from this reading?” and/
or you can use the “Reflection
Question” found below. Allow time
for reflection & sharing.

Closing Prayer: At the end of the
faith sharing, invite participants to
pray aloud for any particular
petitions or praises they may
have. Feel free to close with: The
Lord’s Prayer or spontaneous
prayers or a faith-based song.

Reflection for Next Sunday, December 22 ~ Fourth Sunday of Advent
Joseph does as the angel of the Lord directs. He takes Mary to be his wife and accepts the child in her womb as his
own. Joseph and Mary are both cooperative with God’s plan. They are both models for us of what it means to be faithful
servants of God.

