CONFESSIONS
(Saint Christopher Campus)
Saturdays: 3:00 pm

WEDNESDAY DEVOTIONS
(Saint Christopher Campus)
6:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition,
Adoration and Benediction 
Perpetual Novena in Honor of
Our Lady of the Miraculous
Medal  Scriptural Rosary

THURSDAY PRAYER GROUP
Will resume after Easter 2019.
(Our Lady of Peace Campus)
Prayer, Song, Scripture, Friendship

FUNERALS
Once arrangements are made with
a funeral home, we will help you
plan the Mass of Christian Burial.

BAPTISM

Saint Edmund Campion Parish

By appointment; please call
the parish office to schedule.

The merged parishes of Blessed Sacrament,
Our Lady of Peace and Saint Christopher

MARRIAGE

Our Lady of Peace Campus

Saint Christopher Campus

370 May Road
East Hartford, CT 06118

538 Brewer Street
East Hartford, CT 06118

Mass Schedule:
Sunday: 9:00 am
Friday & Saturday: 9:00 am

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am & 10:30 am
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 am

Rev. John P. Gwozdz, Pastor
860-568-5240  fr.gwozdz@aohct.org

Rev. Joseph Moonnanappallil, Parochial Vicar
860-918-4022  fr.moonnanappallil@gmail.com

Mr. William Bartlett, Deacon

Mr. Philip Gosselin, Deacon

deaconbill@yahoo.com

imgoose@comcast.net

Find Us on Facebook: Saint Edmund Campion Parish, East Hartford

Please contact the parish office
at least six months in advance
of your intended wedding date.

PARISH OFFICE
860-568-5240
stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Bonnie Szalay, Office Manager
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL
Mrs. Kathleen Welch, Principal
Audrey Cesana, Secretary
www.saintchristopherschool.org
860-568-4100
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Maria Sousa 860-895-8692
stchrisre@gmail.com
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PARISH SUPPORT
What We Collected (March 24):
(OLOP) = Mass celebrated at Our Lady of Peace campus
(SC) = Mass celebrated at Saint Christopher campus

Saturday, March 30 – 4:00 p.m. (SC)
 Bill Merrill (Fred & Pat Clark)
Sunday, March 31 – 7:30 a.m. (SC)
 Joseph Lavado (The Accursos)

$ 6,548*

*Includes

$575 received through our Online Giving
program and $329 from mail-in offerings.
Thank you for your support of our parish!

COLLECTION ~
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

Sunday, March 31 – 10:30 a.m. (SC)
 Jose Maria & Evangelina Sousa
(Evangelina’s Sister Inez Chaves)

This weekend we take up The Catholic Relief
Services Collection to help Jesus in disguise. This
collection helps six Catholic agencies provide relief
and support to struggling communities and work for
peace and reconciliation among our marginalized
brothers and sisters here and around the world.
Please prayerfully consider supporting this
collection. Learn more about the collection at
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.

Monday, April 1 – 8:00 a.m. (SC)
 Deacon Louis J. Florio

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, March 31 – 9:00 a.m. (OLOP)
 Santo Benacquista (Family)
(rescheduled from 1/20/19)

Tuesday, April 2 – 8:00 a.m. (SC)
 David Amberg II (Julianne Kelly)
Wednesday, April 3 – 8:00 a.m. (SC)
 Diane Olinatz (Family)
Thursday, April 4 – 8:00 a.m. (SC)
 Jose Figueiredo (Wife Maria)
 Manuel & Maria Machado (Daughter Maria)
Friday, April 5 – 9:00 a.m. (OLOP)
 Alice Olsen Denison
(David & Bernadette Benoit)
Saturday, April 6 – 9:00 a.m. (OLOP)
 Richard Sullivan ~ 4th Anniversary
(Wife & Son)
Saturday, April 6 – 4:00 p.m. (SC)
 Witold & Cecylia Parys (Children)
Sunday, April 7 – 7:30 a.m. (SC)
 Christopher Dolloph (Family)
Sunday, April 7 – 9:00 a.m. (OLOP)
 Barbara DeRoehn (Family)
Sunday, April 7 – 10:30 a.m. (SC)
 Deceased Members of the Abejar Family
Victorino, Rosario, Benjamen, Briccio,
Arturo, Vincente, Elena, Cecelia, Maria and
Romeo (Leonie Cumento & Family)

Sunday ~ March 31 ~ 11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Saint Christopher School invites all families with
PreK 3 through Grade 8 students to stop by to
discover the Catholic School option that offers
academic excellence combined with a strong
foundation in the Catholic faith. A small, safe
environment helps all families to feel confident in
the individualized attention each student receives.
Join us on March 31 to learn about the potential for
your child’s educational experience!

SANCTUARY LAMP
The lamps beside our church’s tabernacles
remind us of the Real Presence of Jesus in the
Holy Eucharist.

 The light at the Our Lady of Peace Church
burns this week
For Children Who Are
Victims of Abuse & Neglect
(In Recognition of
National Child Abuse Prevention Month ~ April)

 The candle at the Saint Christopher Church
burns this week
In Loving Memory of Virginia Demers
(Family)
Please call the parish office to schedule a sanctuary
lamp dedication. Suggested offering is $15.
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LIVING STATIONS
Our Living Stations dramatic presentation will be
held Good Friday, April 19 at 7:30 pm in the Saint
Christopher Church. There are numerous roles that
you can assist with to assure that this longstanding
tradition continues. You can be a reader or the
narrator. For non-speaking parts, you can portray
Simon, Veronica, a Roman soldier, Pontius Pilate, a
weeping woman or one of various citizens of
Jerusalem. We are excited to report that the roles of
Jesus and Mary have already been filled for this
year’s Living Stations! An organizational meeting
for all participants will be held in Saint
Christopher Church on Tuesday, April 16 at
6:00 p.m. with dress rehearsal to immediately
follow. If you have any questions or wish to assist
with this wonderful presentation, please contact
Alice Gosselin or Deacon Phil at 860-568-5001. For
e-mail communication, Alice’s address is
alicegoz@comcast.net and Deacon Phil’s is
imgoose@comcast.net. Thank you!
**********************
All those wishing to participate in singing for our
Living Stations presentation are asked to attend a
choir rehearsal on Tuesday, April 9 at 7:15 p.m. in
the Chapel (located in our Parish Center at
580 Brewer Street) and a dress rehearsal on Tuesday,
April 16 at 6:45 p.m. in Saint Christopher Church.
Please contact Toni Mintel at 860-569-7593.

FIRST RECONCILIATION
We congratulate the 18 children of our parish who
celebrated their First Reconciliation on the morning
of Saturday March 23. We thank their parents for
their dedication in raising their children in the
practice of the faith. Please keep these children in
your prayers as they prepare to receive their First
Communion on May 4.

WELCOME NEW ALTAR SERVERS!
We are pleased to announce that the following young
parishioners have answered God’s call to serve our
parish as altar servers. They are:
William Afoakwa-Abrokwa  Alayna Bennett
Jaden Bennett  Addison Rojas
New altar serves are always welcome. Please contact
the parish office if your child wishes to serve our
parish through this ministry.
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PLANNING MEETING
FOR UPCOMING HOSPITALITY EVENT
A planning meeting will be held this
Monday, April 1 at 6:00 p.m. in the downstairs
meeting room in the Saint Christopher Rectory. The
purpose of this meeting is to plan an upcoming
hospitality event to be held at the Saint Christopher
campus for all members of the Saint Edmund
Campion parish. We will discuss the date, time,
menu, theme, and support needed for this event.
All parishioners are welcome and encouraged to
attend. We hope to see you there!

SCHOOL BOARD OPENINGS
Could you please consider helping Saint Christopher
School in our vision to maintain a healthy and
vibrant Catholic school in East Hartford? Our School
Board is looking to fill a Board position. The Saint
Christopher School Board is a consultative board
which is comprised of adults who have a strong
commitment to Catholic Education, as well as an
enthusiastic sense of community. The Board’s main
purpose is to lend thoughts, ideas and solutions to the
school administration. The Board meets once a
month in the evening at the school. If you feel you
can help us support this vital part of our Catholic
mission, please e-mail Marie Gallo-Garabedian (’71)
at garabedian@comcast.net for more information.
Thank you for your consideration!

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
The local assembly and council will meet this
Thursday, April 4, in the Saint Christopher church
hall for their monthly business meetings at the
following times:
6:30 PM – 4th Deg. Assembly Meeting
7:30 PM – Council Meeting
If you’re interested in helping those in need, serving
our parish, growing in faith or obtaining exclusive
access to top-rated insurance protection for your
family, then the Knights is the organization for you.
For more information, please visit www.kofc.org.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Traditional Stations of the Cross will be led by
Father Joseph at the Our Lady of Peace Church at
6:30 p.m. on the following Friday evenings:
April 5, 12. Our Living Stations dramatization will
be presented on Good Friday, April 19, at Saint
Christopher Church. Please see the article above.
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SOUP & STATIONS

LIFE AFTER CONFIRMATION

Join us for a sharing of simple soup and bread (with
conversation and sharing with fellow parishioners) at
5:30 p.m. in the Saint Christopher church hall on the
following Wednesday evenings: April 3, 10. Stations
of the Cross begins at 6:30 p.m. in the church.
The young people from our parish school and
religious education program will lead us once again
in the Stations. Volunteers are needed to prepare
soup and/or bread for each Wednesday. You may
simply bring with you the item you wish to share on
the Wednesday evening that works best for you.
Soup and bread are all we will need. No desserts
please.

Life After Confirmation is now underway for those
who have been confirmed who are high school and
college aged. This class is perfect for those in that
age group who want to continue their faith
education...and have fun while doing so! Class is
held every other Sunday evening from 7:30 to 8:45
p.m. on the second floor of our Parish Center, 580
Brewer Street (use the Saint Christopher School preschool entrance) The next class will be held on
Sunday, April 7. This is an informal course ~ come
when you can and bring a friend!

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
We are most grateful when family members request
that donations may be made to Saint Edmund
Campion Parish in memory of their loved one. Most
recently the families of Rita Bernaiche and Barbara
Pearl made this very request and $350 has already
been donated in their memory. May Rita and Barbara
rest in God’s eternal embrace.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DEVOTIONS MOVES
TO TUESDAY NIGHT DURING LENT
UPDATE: Devotions will return to Wednesday
evening beginning April 17. Our Wednesday Night
Devotions will be held on the following Tuesday
evenings: April 2, 9 due to the Soup & Stations event
being held on Wednesday evenings during Lent.

CONFESSIONS DURING LENT
Monday is “Confession Day” in most parishes in our
Archdiocese. Our priests are hearing confessions
every Monday during Lent (April 1, 8, 15) from
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm at the Saint Christopher campus.
For the times that other parishes are hearing
confessions, please visit ConfessionMondays.com.

COMMUNION BREAKFAST
The North American Martyrs Women’s Guild will
hold their annual Communion Breakfast in Saint
Mary’s church hall, 30 Maplewood Ave, East Htfd,
on Sunday, April 7, following their 9:00 am Mass.
Mass celebrant and breakfast speaker is the wellknown Rev. Edmund Nadolny. Tickets are $12 per
person and can be purchased by calling 860-2897916. No tickets will be sold at the door. Men are
welcome to attend. Come and be spiritually refreshed!

Class starts with 15 minutes of a movie in line with
our faith, followed by studying the four pillars of our
faith: The Creed, Sacraments, Commandments and
Prayer.
Currently, we are watching the movie Molokai, The
Story of Father Damien. Father Damien relentlessly
gave of himself and served the lepers who had been
exiled to the Hawaiian Islands in 1872. Father
Damien was canonized on 10/11/09 by Pope
Benedict XVI.
For more information, please call Cathy and Brian at
860-796-0165...or just show up and check it out!
Regular attendance is optional.

PLEASE HELP!
HOMEFRONT IS COMING SOON
HomeFront Day, a community outreach program and
one-day repair blitz for a neighbor in need, will be
held on Saturday, May 4 from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Saint Edmund Campion Parish is now forming a
crew to perform necessary home repairs with the
materials supplied by the HomeFront organization.
The typical HomeFront recipient is elderly, disabled
or a single parent and their total household income
qualifies as low-income within their community.
We have not yet been matched with our HomeFront
recipient, but we must begin assembling our crew.
There are many ways to get involved. We need
skilled persons such as carpenters, electricians,
plumbers, painters, but we also need folks who can
do common homeowner tasks such as raking,
painting, pulling weeds, mowing the lawn, cleaning,
etc. We can make a difference but it won’t happen
without you. Please say YES! For more information
or to volunteer, please call Deacon Phil, 860568-5001 or by e-mail at imgoose@comcast.net.
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HONOR ROLL
The following Junior High
students of Saint Christopher
School were recently
recognized for making the
honor roll. Congratulations to
them all!
High Honors
Marylyn Afoakwa-Abrokwa
Emma Lindsay
Sebastian Mardales
Mary Poirier
Anjolie Truong
Second Honors
Jaylah Hayle, Jonathan Marquez, Gianna McKeone, Jack Mitchell, Kendra Obrycki, Richard Oliveira
LECTIO DIVINA & DAILY READINGS
Sunday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Joshua 5:
9a, 10-12

Isaiah 65:
17-21

Ezekiel 47:
1-9, 12

Isaiah 49:
8-15

Exodus 32:
7-14

Wisdom 2:
1a, 12-22

Jeremiah 11:
18-20

Isaiah 43:
16-21

Psalm 34:
2-7

Psalm 30:
2, 4-6, 11-13b

Psalm 46:
2-3, 5-6, 8-9

Psalm 145:
8-9, 13cd-14,
17-18

Psalm 106:
19-23

Psalm 34:
17-21, 23

Psalm 7:
2-3, 9bc-12

Psalm 126:
1-6

Fourth Sunday of Lent

2 Corinthians 5:
17-21

Luke 15:
1-3, 11-32

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Philippians 3:
8-14

John 4:
43-54

John 5:
1-16

John 5:
5:17-30

John 5:
31-47

John 7:
1-2, 10, 25-30

John 7:
40-53

John 8:
1-11

What is Lectio Divina?
While reading sacred scripture, read the words with a love and sense of discovery until something seems to strike home. Sit with the passage as one
would with a good friend-not just thinking or analyzing, but instead remaining in a quiet, listening spirit, so the word can nurture and challenge you.

Call to Prayer: “Let us take a
moment in the midst of all our
activity to prepare ourselves
for prayer.”
Excerpts from SNOW FALLING ON SNOW
Copyright 2001 by Robert J. Wicks
Used with permission of Paulist Press

The Word of God: Choose one of next
Sunday’s readings. One person reads the
scripture aloud as others are attentive to
a word, phrase, or theme that is
meaningful to them. Allow for a minute of
silent reflection. Have another person
read the same scripture a second time.

Faith Sharing: Begin with an open
ended question such as “What
strikes you from this reading?” and/
or you can use the “Reflection
Question” found below. Allow time
for reflection & sharing.

Closing Prayer: At the end of the
faith sharing, invite participants to
pray aloud for any particular
petitions or praises they may
have. Feel free to close with: The
Lord’s Prayer or spontaneous
prayers or a faith-based song.

Reflection for Next Sunday, April 7 – Fifth Sunday of Lent
As sinners, we are all unworthy to judge the sins of others and we would stand convicted by God for our
transgressions. Yet Jesus, the one without sin and thus our judge, offers us who are sinners his mercy and
forgiveness. Redeemed by Jesus’ compassion, we are sent to sin no more and to live in God’s love and peace.

Saint Edmund Campion Parish Pictorial
We’d like YOU to be in our Pictorial!
Sign-ups begin next weekend ~ April 6/7 ~ after all Masses
Choose the date, time and location that is most convenient for you.
Appointment times are filled on a first come, first served basis.

Photo Shoot Schedule
Thursday, May 9:
Friday, May 10:
Saturday, May 11:
Monday, May 13:
Tuesday, May 14:

2:00 pm - 9:00 pm
2:00 pm - 9:00 pm
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
2:00 pm - 9:00 pm
2:00 pm - 9:00 pm

(Saint Christopher Campus)
(Saint Christopher Campus)
(Saint Christopher Campus)
(Our Lady of Peace Campus)
(Our Lady of Peace Campus)

Benefits of Participating
 Professional photography session
 Modern, on-trend photography
 Complimentary 8x10 photograph
 Opportunity to purchase additional products
 Senior and military discounts available
 Complimentary printed pictorial
This opportunity comes to you free of charge! You are under no obligation to
purchase additional products. Make your appointment as soon as possible to get your
free 8x10 photograph and to be included in the Saint Edmund Campion Parish Pictorial.

